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"The first Brethren in Christ were rural people, mainly farmers by trade. 
They lived apart from the city, and like most pious people, viewed urban life 
as evil and a trap of the unwary. But when in the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century the Brethren began to organize to reach the unconverted beyond their 
immediate communities, the city could no longer be ignored. The denomina-
tion began its first city mission in the windy, boisterous city of Chicago. A 
pioneer of that work was Sarah Bert, a small, frail woman from the wheat 
fields of K a n s a s . " (Nine Portraits, p. 17) 
by Tim Day 
Sister 
^ C L f f t ^ SARAH 
BERT 
A MODEL FOR 
MINISTRY IN THE 1990s 
The story of Sarah Hoover Bert, 
as recorded in Morris Sider's book, 
Nine Portraits, u n f o l d s the j o u r n e y 
of one who sought to live an uncom-
promised life of service and obe-
dience. Account after account of Sis-
ter Sarah's life point to the unusual 
way in which God worked through 
her to establish a mission in Chicago 
that would reach out to the hurting 
and lost. Success after success affirm, 
both then and now, that the princi-
ples Sister Sarah based her life on 
opened the door for God's mighty 
work in changed lives. 
As the Brethren in Christ look 
ahead to ministering in the 1990s, 
the verse "there is nothing new under 
the sun" offers valuable insight. Here, 
in the story of Sarah Bert, issues are 
addressed such as urban evangelism, 
women in ministry, and crossing cul-
Tim Day graduated from Messiah College 
in 1988 with a B.A. in Family Studies. He is 
now completing a Master of Divinity in 
youth ministry at Ontario Theological Semi-
nary. 
tural barriers. Beyond this, struggles 
which are common to many of to-
day's ministries are forefront: (1) 
feeling uncertain about one's calling; 
(2) lack of proper education for the 
task; (3) ministering in unfamiliar 
surroundings; (4) dealing with indi-
viduals hostile to the gospel; and (5) 
operating on a shoestring budget. 
A careful study of this foremother 
would offer much needed guidance 
for those seeking to minister with 
effectiveness and relevance in the 
1990s. Although many details of 
Sarah Bert's life will be left for the 
r eade r t o discover in Nine Portraits, 
this article will attempt to outline 
key factors in the success of Sarah 
Bert's model for ministry and then 
apply it in the contemporary context. 
Aggressive prayer 
One cannot read the story of 
Sarah Bert without being impressed 
by the priority she made of prayer. 
For Sarah, any problem could be 
resolved through prayer: personal 
conflict, the need for more money or 
larger facilities, spiritual warfare, 
determining the Lord's will, and 
even completing simple daily activi-
ties. Frequent and lengthy periods of 
time were devoted to prayer, often 
with amazing results: (1) 25 conver-
sions at one meeting; (2) a much 
needed gift of one and a half tons of 
coal for fuel; and (3) a miraculous 
catch offish to confirm her calling. It 
is not surprising that Sarah sought 
to make fellow workers share this 
conviction with equal intensity. 
Connected with this focus on 
prayer were Sarah's seemingly mys-
tical or charismatic experiences. Vi-
sions, what appear to be prophecies, 
and intense spiritual conflict all tell 
of a woman whose prayer life had 
acutely tuned her hearing to the 
voice of God. 
It is this type of confidence in 
prayer that is needed for the 1990s. 
Sarah did not read books or attend 
conferences on prayer. She simply 
did it. Sarah had discovered that 
there, in the midst of obedient and 
faithful prayer, God would meet her 
and her needs in ways that no one 
could have predicted or imagined. 
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For those seeking to be effective and 
relevant in the present decade, the 
example of Sister Sarah stands tried 
and true: the prayer of a righteous 
person is powerful and effective. 
Commitment to exploration 
Sister Sarah did not make her 
decision to go to Chicago easily. The 
security and comfort that she would 
have to leave and the difficulties she 
would face were obvious and great. 
And yet, once Sarah had finally 
stepped out in faith, she rarely looked 
back to reconsider her decision. Al-
though this observation is based on 
inference, it seems that this radical 
step of faith gave Sarah an "all or 
nothing" outlook on her ministry. 
This is witnessed by her: (1) hard 
work, (2) willingness to make do 
with what was available, (3) empha-
sis on adaptation and innovation, 
and (4) dedication to getting the job 
done. 
Beyond this, Sarah realized that 
she was not in Chicago to recreate 
Kansas, but to discover the type of 
ministry that God could use in that 
city. In many ways, Sister Sarah was 
as much an explorer as she was a 
missionary. New practices, pro-
grams, and ideas were cultivated and 
utilized with a primary objective of 
seeing the lost come to Christ. 
A commitment to exploration also 
stands as a critical factor for effective 
ministry in the contemporary con-
text. Nothing needs to be said regard-
ing the great problems and needs 
that people face today. As in Sarah 
Bert's day, the solutions to these 
problems and the answers to these 
needs belong to the explorers, those 
who will pay any price to reach out 
to the lost and love the needy. In 
light of this, the beginning of the 
1990s may see many Christians face 
a crisis similar to that of Sister 
Sarah: the Lord has called and now 
it is time to leave the comfort of 
Kansas. 
Needs-oriented programming 
The social action of the Chicago 
Mission was second only to evange-
lism. With the poor, the hungry, the 
homeless, and prostitutes nearby, 
the mission organized numerous pro-
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grams to help the needy. A Poor 
Fund provided clothes, shoes, food, 
medical aid, burials, and other neces-
sities for those who could not afford 
them. Sister Sarah ran classes that 
taught young mothers and girls how 
to do housekeeping, raise children, 
and sew. On occasion, she would 
accompany someone to the hospital 
to negotiate free treatment. At Christ-
mas, she put together dinner baskets 
for those who otherwise would not 
enjoy the traditional holiday meal. 
All of this, Sarah argued, pointed 
towards the spiritual goals of the 
Mission. 
What were the benefits of needs-
oriented programming? One was evan-
gelism. Noah Zook, in 1902, wrote 
this about the Chicago Mission: "It 
might be surprising to some to see 
how many of these city women cling 
to our plain, modest-appearing sis-
ters, and long to have them tell of the 
better way." A second was that the 
ministry was validated in the eyes of 
those around. One young man told 
Sarah that she could "go into the 
darkest hole in the city of Chicago, 
and no man would dare molest [her] 
or lay his hand on [her]."The lack of 
growth and the public embarrass-
ment the Chrisian community has 
suffered in recent years makes these 
two benefits very attractive. 
What needs can the church meet 
today? Some churches have begun 
day care centers, or opened food 
pantries. Others have offered sup-
port families for unmarried preg-
nant women who need a place to 
stay until the child is born, or organ-
ized carpentry teams that do free 
repairs for the needy, or started a 
drop-in center for street kids. An 
endless list of opportunities is before 
the church. The point is that God 
has provided all the resources that 
are necessary for the church to im-
pact the world. May the example of 
Sister Sarah and the opportunities 
of the 1990s spur the church to "love, 
not with words and tongue, but with 
action and in truth." 
Innovative evangelism 
It was at the point of outreach that 
Sister Sarah experienced the great-
est tension with other Brethren in 
Christ of her day. Described as "var-
ied and ambi t ious" (Nine Portraits, 
p.38), the services organized under 
Sarah's leadership included elements 
that were considered inappropriate 
to the Brethren. 
With a particular focus on chil-
dren and youth, Sarah sponsored 
parties at the Mission and picnics in 
a nearby park. Beyond this, Sarah 
came to the decision that to help 
attract children and young people, a 
choir and organ would be needed. 
Apparently, both of these musical 
additions were a first for the denom-
ination and, in turn, drew criticisms 
and a meeting with a denomina-
tional Examination Board. A third 
controversial stance that Sarah main-
tained was flexibility in dress. Again 
unpopular with the church-at-large, 
Sarah did not require plain dress nor 
did she ban men from wearing neck-
ties. 
The example of Sarah 
Bert demonstrates 
that in no way is 
God limited to 
human ability or 
convention. 
Although it might be easy to paint 
Sister Sarah to be somewhat of a 
rebel, to do that would be unfair and 
inaccurate. Sarah had no interest in 
making a statement or changing for 
the sake of change. She had every 
interest, though, in winning people 
to Christ. 
Many would agree that the pro-
grams and practices of our churches, 
although familiar and comfortable, 
are not reaching the needy and un-
saved. What innovations can be 
made for the 1990s? In line with 
Sarah's example, a number of 
churches have moved toward more 
contemporary music in worship, in-
cluding choruses accompanied by a 
variety of instruments (not the least 
noticable being drums). Sister 
Sarah's picnics and parties for youth 
might find parallel with a church 
youth group having as an outreach 
event a "Fifties Night" with a sock 
hop. The matter of dress standards 
seem to be less of a concern today. 
There is still a question of how com-
fortable casually dressed non-Chris-
tians feel if they attend a service. In 
the contemporary context, possibly 
Sister Sarah would reinstate the 
banning of the necktie. In any case, 
our foremother's challenging exam-
ple of innovative evangelism should 
cause us to think through such issues. 
Gifts determining ministry position 
Sarah Bert was a frail, single 
woman who had only known rural 
life. She had little education (at the 
most, eighth grade) and suffered 
from health problems. When she 
began in Chicago, she was approach-
ing middle age. She was obviously 
an unlikely candidate to spearhead 
the first venture of the Brethren in 
Christ into city ministry. Yet equally 
obvious was the fact that she was 
God's choice. 
Without belaboring the point, this 
may be the most significant lesson to 
be gained from the life of Sarah Bert. 
Gender, education, physical readi-
ness, job-related experience, and mari-
tal status all have their place in God's 
preparation and use of his servants. 
Yet, the example of Sarah Bert 
demonstrates that in no way is God 
limited to human ability or conven-
tion. It is the Spirit of God that 
equips and enables for ministry. 
How will the church select people 
for ministry in the 1990s? May we 
discover as Sister Sarah did: " 'Not 
by might nor by power, but by my 
Spirit' says the Lord." 
The challenge 
The church does not need to catch 
up. The church does not need to get 
with it. The challenge for the 1990s is 
to rediscover the simple truth and 
freedom of Jesus Christ. Aggressive 
prayer, commitment to exploration, 
needs-oriented programming, inno-
vative evangelism, and gifts deter-
mining one's ministry position were 
all a part of Jesus' life and the work 
of the early church. As Sarah Bert 
has modeled, the basics of effective 
Christian ministry are timeless. 
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proteb A HEi 
dic4 
HEAUNG MINISTRY? 
Much has been written in recent 
years about the medical profession— 
about corrupt and incompetent doc-
tors, exorbitant charges and fees, 
and exposes of malpractice and col-
lusion. It's not surprising that the 
public view of medical doctors has 
fallen dramatically in the last 20 or 
30 years, and is reflected in the high 
number of medical malpractice suits. 
While it's true to say that some of 
this deterioration in respect has been 
self-inflicted by doctors' own atti-
tudes and practices, it seems to me 
that there are other factors at play as 
well. 
Many people now have great dif-
ficulty thinking of doctors as people 
who give service or provide a minis-
try. Doctors are more likely viewed 
as part of a system that controls 
access to medical care by those who 
desperately need it. This concept 
generates antagonism and mistrust 
because doctors are seen as an eco-
nomic monopoly over which non-
medical people have no control. 
I'm sure many doctors, and even 
more of the general public, long for 
the "good old days" when doctors 
were respected in their communities, 
and people felt they were being 
treated compassionately and com-
petently—at a price they could af-
ford. But, longing for the good old 
days is useless; those days will never 
Since returning from missions service in 
Zambia, Dr. Phil Thuma, his wife Elaine 
and family are living in Dillsburg, Pa. 
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come back. Too much has changed 
in our society in the last generation. 
However, there is a model that we 
can look at that may well restore a 
more balanced and harmonious re-
lationship between the medical pro-
fession and the people they care for. 
The model is one where attitudes are 
different, different both on the side 
of the medical profession and on the 
side of the public. Coming out of our 
experience as being part of the min-
istry of Macha Mission Hospital for 
the past six years, I'd like to propose 
three areas where attitudes can 
change and make a difference, and 
how that experience taught us that 
the medical profession can still be a 
healing ministry. 
1. Health care is a team approach 
Our society has many examples of 
teams at work, and of the fact that a 
team is more effective and efficient 
than each individual working alone. 
Our forefathers learned the value of 
a team of oxen or horses, our 
churches have learned to use pas-
toral teams, and we watch athletic 
contests being played by teams of 
various sizes. At Macha Hospital, 
one of the things that made the pro-
vision of health care effective and 
rewarding was the emphasis on the 
team. Everyone, from the sweepers 
to the doctors, was considered part 
of the health team, and every person 
was important to the whole. This 
attitude is based on the scriptural 
teaching of the body made up of 
many parts, and the importance of 
each individual part allowing the 
body to work effectively as a whole. 
Recognizing and appreciating each 
individual's gifts, and allowing them 
to use those gifts within the frame-
work of the team, is an important 
aspect of molding a team. We had 
the privilege of working together 
with many fine people—missionaries 
and nationals. Christians and non-
Christians—all with a goal to make 
Macha Hospital a place where God's 
love could be shown to others. While 
the job of "coach" for the team at 
Macha often fell to the doctor, it 
does not necessarily have to. The 
Brethren in Christ Church in Zam-
bia chose a non-medical person to be 
in charge of the hospital this year. 1 
believe that was a wise choice, and 
one that allows the gifts and talents 
of the individuals working there to 
be used and developed to their full-
est. 
2. Health care is a wholistic approach 
There has been much lip service 
given to wholistic medicine, and 
while there are some fine examples 
of health care being given in this 
way, unfortunately they are few and 
far between. 1 John 3:18 tells us to 
". . . not love with words or tongue 
but with actions and in truth." As 
Christian health professionals we 
show love to others by treating them 
as whole people, not just as an ear 
infection or a painful hip. We see 
continued on page 7 
love 
Serves 
by Helen Johns 
H a s your boss ever offered to 
come home with you and wash your 
car? Has the mayor of your city ever 
raked your leaves, or your congress-
man done your dishes or scrubbed 
your toilet? People in authority over 
us—sometimes called public "ser-
vants"—rarely come to us and do 
our lowest, dirtiest jobs. Granted, 
they are busy doing other types of 
worthwhile service, but they hardly 
ever have contact with our lives. 
Jesus is different. Although he is 
King of kings, he entered into per-
sonal service by healing, preaching, 
teaching, feeding. Jesus was aware 
of people's material needs, teaching 
extensively about money, but living 
without luxuries himself. But more 
than that, he gave sacrificially of 
himself in dealing with the needs of 
the total person—the body, mind, 
and spirit. He was the perfect ser-
vant, modeling for us the role we are 
to take. Like Jesus, we are to be 
servants. 
A servant attitude 
Philippians 2:5 strongly states the 
rationale for serving: "Your attitude 
should be the same as that of Christ 
Jesus: who, being in very nature 
God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be grasped, but 
made himself nothing, taking the 
very nature of a servant. . . . He 
humbled himself and became obe-
dient to death—even death on a 
cross!" 
There are several important ideas 
in this passage. Jesus' servanthood 
and ours stem from a correct atti-
tude. He did not have to "grasp" or 
fight for status, power, freedom, or 
equality because they were already 
his. It is the same for us. Our posi-
tion as a child of God with all its 
privileges is guaranteed when we 
believe in Jesus. Therefore, it is from 
this position of strength that we are 
enabled by the Holy Spirit to obey 
Christ and serve others, not from a 
position of weakness. John 13:3 says 
that "Jesus knew that the Father had 
put all things under his power, and 
that he had come from God and was 
returning to God." It was this know-
ledge, along with his great love, 
which enabled him to have a ser-
vant's heart. 
So, being a servant does not mean 
that we go around dragging a ball 
and chain, taking abuse and suffer-
ing total lack of freedom. We are not 
coerced by God into slavery, but 
rather are privileged to serve as 
Christ did. 
An upside-down kingdom 
Shortly before Jesus ' death, 
some of his disciples started to argue 
about who was going to rule with 
him. Jesus had spoken of setting up 
his kingdom, and the disciples were 
starting to vie for the best cabinet 
seats. Jesus very plainly outlined the 
criteria for his appointments: "You 
know that those who are regarded as 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them. . . . Not so with you. In-
stead, whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your ser-
vant, and whoever wants to be the 
first must be slave of all" (Mark 
10:42-44. Also read Luke 22:24-30). 
What a blow to the disciples! Then, 
to illustrate what he meant, Jesus— 
the Lord of life—knelt down and 
washed each of the disciples'feet. He 
taught them servanthood by practic-
ing it. 
Paul, one of the greatest followers 
of Jesus, picked up on the servant 
idea in his life and writings. In Ephe-
sians 2:10, he states one reason we 
are on earth: "We are God's work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works." In the second letter 
to the Corinthians, Paul called him-
self "your servant for Christ's sake" 
(4:5) and said, "I will very gladly 
spend for you everything I have and 
expend myself as well" (12:15). He 
urged the Roman Christians to make 
their lives, as he had, living sacrifices 
to God. That meant that their total 
being—every minute, every talent, 
every resource, every ounce of com-
passion—should be given to God to 
complete his purposes. Paul himself 
claimed to do this and then rejoice 
about it (Philippians 2:17). These are 
surely not the normal qualities and 
actions we associate with greatness. 
But they are, by God's standard. 
A city on a hill 
We must remember that our abil-
ity to serve—the strength, the cor-
rect attitude, the endurance, the hu-
mility, the vision—does not come 
from ourselves alone. It is God's 
Spirit who works in us to do every 
good thing. Therefore, we can "Stand 
firm . . . always [giving ourselves] 
fully to the work of the Lord, because 
[we] know that [our] labor in the 
Lord is not in vain" (1 Corinthians 
15:58). When we serve, taking loving 
action on behalf of others, we are 
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moving about as Christ's body—the 
Church—doing what he did while 
on earth. 
Jesus said, "You are the light of 
the world. A city on a hill cannot be 
hidden. . . . In the same way, let 
your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in heaven" (Mat-
thew 5:14-16). The irony of servant-
hood is that it does exalt. We often 
receive no earthly reward whatso-
ever. But ultimately, in some place 
and time, our service becomes visible 
and highly honored. If some of that 
honor comes while we are still on 
earth, we have an obligation to 
direct people's attention away from 
ourselves to God and say something 
like, "This deed or service was done 
with God's help, for God. The credit 
goes to God. . . . By the way, do 
you know Jesus Christ? . . ."That 
was what Paul meant when he wrote, 
"And whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him"(Colossians 
3:17). 
Jesus' claim on our lives is strong. 
Before his crucifixion, he said to his 
disciples, "Whoever serves me must 
follow me; and where I am, my ser-
vant also will be. My Father will 
honor the one who serves me" (John 
12:26). Jesus was calling them to fol-
low him, even to their death. The 
road of loving, caring service is often 
hard. It demands everything we have 
to give. But at the end of the road, we 
have the promise of life forever with 
Jesus in a place of high honor and 
joy. And, while on the journey, we 
have the satisfaction of knowing we 
are giving our best to God. 
Reprinted from Life With God: Love in 
Action, by Helen Johns, the second in the 
Life With God discipleship series published 
by the Brethren in Christ Church. © 1989 by 
Evangel Publishing House, P. O. Box 189, 
Nappanee, IN 46550. 
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T h e , 
profess^ A HEALING MINISTRY? 
what their health needs are, how 
they are related to the rest of the 
person's life, and do what we can to 
help them deal with the problems, 
realizing that we don't have all the 
answers or cures. 
Several years ago at Macha Hos-
pital, we realized that many children 
and adults were still getting frequent 
bouts of diarrhea. This usually came 
about from drinking contaminated 
water and acquiring parasites or 
bacteria. No amount of education 
and talking about the importance of 
drinking clean water seemed to 
change this common problem. So, 
the hospital decided to embark on a 
project to bring clean water and san-
itation to the villagers around the 
area. Although some criticized the 
hospital for getting into something 
that was non-medical, we saw it as 
an example of our wholistic approach 
to help meet the health needs of the 
population we served. While it took 
several years to line up the finances 
and personnel to get the project 
going, and it will take many more 
years to see the fruits of the effort, we 
believe that this is an example of 
putting our concern and love into 
action, rather than just words. 
3. Health care is a ministry approach 
Ministry has been defined as the 
performance of service for another. 
Unfortunately, too many doctors 
have been seen as people primarily 
interested in providing a service for 
themselves—a bigger house or a bet-
ter car! 
Many doctors, like most of us in 
our society, have become caught up 
in materialism, and think that the 
acquisition of things will bring hap-
piness and peace of mind. How 
wrong we all are and how unbiblical 
that idea is! Christ didn't mince 
words when he said in Matthew 6, 
"Do not store up for yourselves trea-
sures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy . . . for where your trea-
sure is, there will your heart be also." 
We need to develop the attitude 
that we are all responsible for our 
own health care, and medical pro-
fessionals are there to give us advice, 
guidance, and treatment—to provide 
a service. Perhaps then we would not 
have such lofty and unrealistic ex-
pectations that doctors are some 
kind of gods that know everything. I 
believe that if doctors could view 
themselves as having the training 
and ability to provide a service to 
others, and if people would accept 
their own responsibility for their 
good health, then health care would 
be seen as a ministry, and not an 
economic monopoly. 
1 John 3:18 tells us 
to". . . not love with 
words or tongue 
but with actions 
and in truth." 
One of the great rewards of work-
ing at a place like Macha Hospital 
was that this kind of attitude of ser-
vice prevailed, not only among the 
staff, but among the many patients 
who came from many miles away to 
seek health care there. The hospital 
was known throughout the country 
of Zambia as a place where health 
care was delivered as a ministry of 
showing God's love to others. 
Changing attitudes isn't easy. But 
it has to start somewhere. It can start 
first with each of us as individuals— 
those on the side of the medical pro-
fession, and those on the side of the 
public. It won't be easy, and things 
won't change quickly, but a system 
that we all have grown to dislike will 
not change unless we are willing to at 
least start thinking differently. 
r 
In April of this year, Rod White, pas-
tor of the Riverside (Calif.) Brethren in 
Christ Church, went with Steve Penner, 
administrator of West Coast Mennonite 
Central Committee, andfive other repre-
sentatives on a study tour of El Salvador 
and Honduras. What follows are some 
of Rod's impressions of the people of 
God and God's work there. 
Raquel 
My first day in San Salvador, on 
our way through the fume-ridden, 
gun-ridden, poverty-ridden capital 
city, our van broke down, and our 
MCC host, Larry Lehman-Miller, 
had to squash us all into taxis. We 
were on our way to hear three 
women from the National Debate 
tell us how they are organizing for a 
true dialogue in El Salvador, and, of 
course, to throw in their pleas for us 
to do our part in getting U.S. mil-
itary aid cut off. 
In El Salvador, where one must 
not speak too loudly about anything 
that can be misconstrued, it takes 
much courage to openly organize 
debate. Any organizing at all is usu-
ally considered subversive. One could 
disappear. That is what made Raquel 
all the more impressive to me. 
She told us what had radicalized 
her. On the hacienda of one of the 
"grand oligarchs," where there was 
running water for the cattle but not 
for people, one of her people was 
about to give birth. That woman's 
husband could not assist her because 
a cow was also birthing at the time, 
and he would have lost his job had 
the cow had complications. His pay 
was $5.00 every two weeks. In this 
kind of situation, her priest taught 
her, "There is no greater love than 
giving your life." That priest was 
later martyred. She decided to carry 
on the struggle for the kingdom of 
God to start in the world, to be a part 
of a struggle to build a life where 
people can die with dignity, not from 
hunger and poverty and oppression. 
She couldn't sit back and say she 
loved while the injustice and destitu-
tion went unnoticed and God's peo-
ple remained unorganized to stand 
against it. 
Medardo Gomez 
On the day after the six Jesuit 
priests were murdered last Novem-
ber, the soldiers came looking for the 
Lutheran bishop as well (not to men-
tion our own MCC workers who 
were connected with the Lutheran 
church as co-workers, whose offices 
were ransacked). He was not where 
Glimpses 
they expected him to be, and subse-
quently fled to the U.S. for awhile. 
When we met him, one of the 
things he asked us to do was to write 
a letter to Ambassador Walker to 
thank him for the return of his 
church's cross. As I took a picture of 
it later, I was amazed at the power of 
this small symbol of truth in such an 
insane country. The white-painted, 
plywood cross had been kidnapped 
instead of the bishop when the sol-
diers came, because on it the church 
members had written the sins of the 
country, the ways Christ was being 
crucified in El Salvador. 
Bishop Gomez was pleased that 
the cross went to army headquarters 
to witness where people are tortured. 
He was glad that after he talked to 
our ambassador, it was moved to the 
Presidential House where it wit-
nessed to President Cristiani. 
He sent back with me a plea for 
solidarity—the valuable new word I 
embraced there. He considered our 
MCC workers and our group's visit 
a sign of our solidarity with our 
brothers and sisters in El Salvador. 
He made us laugh when he accu-
rately assumed that our families had 
thought we were crazy for coming to 
El Salvador, as some people had 
said he was crazy for coming back, 
and as Christ's own family thought 
he was crazy (Mark 3:21). Solidarity 
isn't a theory, but the act of sacrifice, 
the togetherness in the cause that 
fortifies the church to survive and 
convert its enemies, and to witness of 
the truth and love of Jesus. 
The orphans 
One of the workers in the kinder-
garten section in one of the orphan-
ages outside of San Salvador told us 
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of Central America 
we should touch and love the chil-
dren as much as we could while we 
were visiting. As soon as I got down 
to kindergarten level, I was overrun 
with checkered-shirted boys who 
weren't so different from the four 
sons I left in California. There were 
250 children there who had lost their 
parents in the war. A white flag flew 
over the buildings so the army would 
not bomb their new home. As the 
young boys tugged and directed me 
around the compound, especially 
the cocina (kitchen), my heart began 
to break. Thank God for the quiet 
woman who had taken over the 
burden of their care because God 
told her to, even though her pay was 
small and her resources for doing 
her work smaller! A fifteen-year-old 
resident gave a beautiful sermon in 
the special meeting planned for us. 
She was there because her parents 
had been murdered before her eyes. 
Carlos Sanchez 
The executive secretary of the 
Baptist Association in El Salvador 
began his ministry by denouncing 
the fact that the Miss Universe Pag-
eant was being held in his city. The 
soldiers drove him and his church 
away f rom the park where he 
preached. The next week they went 
back to preach to the soldiers. Now 
there is a fence around the park. 
He told us that in the past decade 
in Nicaragua, Guatemala, and El 
Salvador, 250,000 people have been 
killed. In ratio with the U.S. popula-
tion, that would be the same as if 
4,000,000 U.S. citizens had died. If 
that many of our citizens died, we 
would notice, as we would if French-
men, or even Russians died in such 
proportion. But we ignore the Third 
by Rod White 
World (and by "we" he meant the 
churches our group represented) be-
cause we are chained to individual-
ism, to the worship of capitalism, to 
consumerism, and we are so con-
verted by the world that we have 
become irrelevant to the struggle of 
our impoverished, oppressed broth-
ers and sisters around the world. 
Jon Sobrino 
If Father Sobrino had been with 
his colleagues at the Catholic Uni-
versity instead of in Thailand that 
awful day last November, he would 
have been the seventh Jesuit priest 
murdered for saying what the mur-
ders proved: El Salvador is absurd. 
As he showed us what remained of 
the evidence of that night—bullet 
holes in the stucco, blood stains that 
would not come out of the cement 
floor of the room where the cook 
and her daughter were killed—his 
words about what he had learned 
from it all became even more mov-
ing. He said he had learned of a great 
love in the world. The Jesuit Univer-
sity had experienced planted bomb 
explosions 15 times in 14 years—the 
priests knew it was dangerous to 
teach there. But they were so deter-
mined to help the poor that they 
took the risks. They could have been 
professors in the U.S., where the 
universities prepare scientists to help 
rockets get to Mars, but they stayed 
in El Salvador to help children not 
die of diarrhea. It is great love. 
He sent us back to the U.S.— 
which he characterized as a place full 
of entertainment but lacking in cele-
bration, full of knowledge but lack-
ing in truth—with a call to solidar-
ity. The presence of God is in commu-
nity with others. Our problem is not 
that we do not look for God; it is that 
we don't look for him where he said 
he would be—among the poor. That 
solidarity we express when we share 
in another's condition, and we work 
for change, and we tell the truth, 
brings us true joy and meaning, and 
true wealth. He told "60 Minutes," 
when he was interviewed, that life in 
the U.S. is boring compared to El 
Salvador, where one hasn't the lux-
ury of living a life that makes no 
sense. 
Colonel Hallums 
On the way from the Caribbean 
coastal town of San Pedro Sula to 
the capital city in the mountains 
(Tegucigalpa, on some of the best 
farm land in soil-poor Honduras) is 
the U.S. built Air Force base, home 
Left—The author surrounded 
by children at the orphanage. 
Right — L u t h e r a n bishop 
Gomez met with the study 
group. 
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of Joint Task Force Bravo. After 
some last-minute negotiations about 
suspicious personal documents, we 
were allowed on the base to hear a 
presentation from our fellow-coun-
trymen and to have a good Ameri-
can cafeteria lunch. 
Our host fit most of the stereo-
types I carry for a career military 
leader. Colonel Hallums, whose term 
was about up in Honduras, was "off 
to fight the drug war" in South 
America. He was sure, loud, no-
nonsense, and proud of the good 
work his soldiers were doing. 
Military personnel f rom all 
branches spend two weeks to six 
months with JTF Bravo to receive 
counter-insurgency training. The 
20,000 trained in Honduras every 
year, according to the colonel, ap-
preciate America all the more once 
they learn how to function in the 
"austere environment of the Third 
World." Our government is training 
people for low-intensity conflict 
which, I was surprised to see, was 
not a policy the presenters were 
afraid to advertise. Low-intensity 
conflict, as opposed to high (nuclear) 
or mid (conventional) is what our 
armed forces consider the country's 
future challenge. They say the next 
Two of the women from the 
National Debate. Raquel is on 
the left. 
wars will be fought in the Third 
World, through proxies like the Con-
tras or with forces trained by JTF 
Bravo. 
In the midst of the five Central 
American countries which, we 
learned from the colonel, don't have 
the combined gross national prod-
uct of the state of Mississippi, our 
country is testing the MEDI-Vac 
unit: a portable, state-of-the-art fa-
cility for field medicine complete 
with operating rooms with every 
convenience. The one we were tour-
ing cost ten million dollars. How-
ever, the personnel were finding that 
it isn't portable after all, unless you 
live in the U.S., and not suitable for 
low-intensity conflict at all. This 
camparison kept coming to my mind: 
It costs about $ 120-S600 a year to 
pay for a Honduran medical worker 
to care for the needs of their neigh-
bors. 
Later reflection 
The air conditioner whirs; I con-
sider how I will lose the extra pounds 
I put on at General Conference; I 
ponder the phone call from a col-
league lamenting the lack of com-
mitment in a certain member of his 
congregation and the discouragement 
he feels when he speaks to people 
convinced that wealth is security, 
power is safety, etc. 
I see how easy it is to hide behind 
the borders of our country and to try 
to keep what is ours. Many people 
have noticed that even our individ-
ual personalities are beginning to 
look as if they are surrounded by 
high walls—afraid, protected. The 
popular prophets are all decrying the 
lack of community among ourselves, 
and the lack of active compassion 
and sharing from among us. 
In El Salvador, our embassy is a 
replica of what the prophets are talk-
ing about. Our free, open society is 
represented by a huge bunker of a 
compound, topped with machine 
gun nests. The thick cement walls 
totally obscure the building inside 
where our representatives divvy up 
the $1.5 million dollars a day our 
government sends to prop up the 
military oppression in the name of 
defending our interests. 
I am moved again to practice 
solidarity: the kind of solidarity 
Christ displayed when he came to 
suffer with and die for his friends. I 
support my brothers and sisters who 
work with the MCC in my place in 
El Salvador, Honduras, and around 
the world, especially in the Third 
World, where so often U.S. interests 
and the interests of the kingdom of 
God are strikingly dissimilar. I strive 
to remember that those aren't just 
poor, brown nobodies down there in 
Central America. I met Jesus in 
those poor people, like Matthew 25 
said I would; and I met brothers and 
sisters in Christ there who put my 
poor faith to shame. 
I am moved to live in the reality of 
God's favor for the poor and op-
pressed. When I went to the Hotel 
Maya in Tegucigalpa, Honduras 
(known as "the Contra hotel") I 
received my last impression of Cen-
tral America. Once I had nervously 
passed the guns of the guards out-
side, I entered a cool, fragrant lobby 
where a strange but appropriate 
song was playing on the Muzak: 
"Somewhere Over the Rainbow." 
The contrast with struggling, im-
poverished Tegucigalpa outside 
helped me to realize all over again 
that 1 need to live in the kingdom of 
God, by his power, devoted to his 
will completely. It is tempting to give 
in to the preoccupations of this 
dream world in which we live. I real-
ized all over again that the world 
needs the Brethren in Christ Church 
to remember their rich, biblical her-
itage and to export it enthusiasti-
cally through the MCC and every 
other means we have. Be encouraged 
to know that we are doing that, and 
that God is at work in the bleakest 
situations bringing about faith, hope, 
and love. 
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Fifty-seven overseas representatives joined 51 North American Christ Fellowship, held July 18-22 at Niagara Christian College, 







by Glen Pierce 
"I was impressed by the unity of 
believers from 15 different nations, 
their oneness in their endeavours for 
the gospel, and the warmth of the 
fellowship experienced during the 
meeting." That was how Nellie 
Mlotshwa, from Zimbabwe, sum-
marized her experiences at the third 
International Brethren in Christ Fel-
lowship (IBICF), held on the cam-
pus of Niagara Christian College 
near Fort Erie, Ontario, Canada. 
Held every six years and timed to 
coincide with Mennonite World 
Conference (held this year in Win-
nipeg), the July 18-22 gathering 
brought together 57 overseas repre-
sentatives and 51 North American 
delegates and observers, represent-
ing Brethren in Christ Churches in 
Canada, Colombia, Cuba, Hondu-
ras, India, Japan, Malawi, Mozam-
bique, Nicaragua, South Africa, the 
United Kingdom, the United States 
of America, Venezuela, Zambia, and 
Zimbabwe. 
A major feature of the conference 
was the opportunity for personal 
Stephen Ndlovu, from Zimbabwe, chairman of the International Brethren in Christ 
Fellowship planning committee, is flanked in the opening session by some of the 
delegates of the 15 countries represented at the third International Brethren in Christ 
Fellowship. 
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Two remarkable Brethren in Christ women who attended the International Brethren in 
Christ Fellowship. Maria Tshuma (left), a grandmother who in recent years has 
become perhaps the most effective Brethren in Christ evangelist in Zimbabwe (start-
ing some 20 congregations), stands beside Juana Garcia, who has led the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Cuba since the political upheavals in that country in 1960. 
interaction among church leaders 
from the various conferences, many 
of whom have not had much oppor-
tunity for contact with leaders from 
other Brethren in Christ conferen-
ces. Teresa Romero, of the Montal-
ban congregation in Caracas, Vene-
zuela, noted, "Regardless of color of 
skin, type of clothing, or language, 
there is felt a spirit of love and fel-
lowship. I will remember this always 
and will take it back to Venezuela 
with me." In much the same vein, 
Ephraim Disi, from Malawi, ob-
served that "In the context that we 
came from different cultures and 
backgrounds and had some com-
munication problems, our fellowship 
was good and we have been spiritu-
ally nurtured." 
Among the many logistical tasks 
cared for quite well by conference 
planners was the need for simul-
taneous translation of plenary ses-
sions as well as numerous informal 
conversations. A headset system was 
used to translate plenary sessions 
into Spanish for the Latin American 
delegates. Paul Aquimo, one of the 
two delegates from Mozambique, 
who spoke English very well, trans-
lated for Agostinho Jose Xavier, 
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director of the Brethren in Christ 
mission in Mozambique, using Portu-
guese. 
Three major papers addressed as-
pects of the conference theme, "The 
Kingdom of God." Grace Holland, 
long-time missionary to Africa with 
special interest in evangelism and 
theological education by extension, 
spoke on "The Biblical Concept of 
God." North American theologian 
Ronald J. Sider addressed the topic 
"The Kingdom of God and the Cul-
tures of This World." Enock Sha-
mapani, recently elected Bishop of 
the church in Zimbabwe, spoke on 
"The Kingdom of God—Present and 
Future." 
A round table Friday night fea-
tured representatives discussing 
evangelism and ministry in such 
challenging settings as Colombia, 
Cuba, Mozambique, Nepal, Nicara-
gua, Orissa, South Africa, and 
Venezuela. Workshops and small 
discussion groups helped to round 
out the conference, along with a tour 
of the Niagara Falls area on Thurs-
day afternoon, followed by a picnic 
at Queenston Heights and a shop-
ping visit to Niagara Square. 
Many participants identified the 
times of corporate worship—especi-
ally the music—as a special high-
light. Esther Spurrier commented, 
"This has been a touch of heaven! 
. . . Since being in Zambia, I long 
for the Revelation 7 experience of all 
the peoples of the world gathered 
around the throne of God in praise 
and worship. This IBICF nourished 
that longing—with a . . . challenge 
to evangelize to the ends of the 
earth." 
The Zimbabwean delegation pre-
sented a captivating drama about 
witnessing in a village setting. Spe-
cial music featured the Spanish-
speaking delegates, the group from 
India, the representatives from 
Zambia, and those attending from 
Zimbabwe, as well as solos on two 
occasions by Angel Jameson of 
Venequela. A communion service 
on Saturday night capped the con-
ference worship experiences. As 
Dennis Mweetwa, from Zambia, 
noted in his communion meditation, 
"This is a foretaste of heaven. In 
heaven, there will be no visas." 
Indeed, visa problems for two 
delegates from India (Barnabas Minz 
and Tapas Karmakar) provided one 
of the few major disappointments of 
the conference. Canadian consulate 
officials in India initally denied visas 
for Tapas ostensibly because of his 
youth, and to Barnabas due to his 
not understanding English (although 
some delegates from other countries 
were equally as young or lacking in 
English). An Ontario Member of 
Parliament intervened and finally 
succeeded in obtaining visas, but it 
was too late for the men to make 
arrangements to attend the IBICF 
conference, although Tapas was able 
to attend the Mennonite World 
Conference. 
In a closing business meeting, the 
delegates affirmed creation of a new 
committee structure to plan for the 
next IBICF. Enock Shamapani was 
selected as chairman, with R. Donald 
Shafer, General Secretary of the 
church in North America, named 
treasurer. Roy V. Sider, Secretary of 
Overseas Ministries for the Board 
for World Missions, will serve as 
facilitator. They will work with a 
planning committee composed of 
Evangelical Visitor 
I 
one representative from each of the 
present Brethren in Christ General 
Conferences: India, Japan, Nicara-
gua, North America, Venezuela, 
Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 
On Sunday morning, IBICF dele-
gates fanned out from the campus to 
share in various area Brethren in 
Christ worship services, followed by 
lunch in the churches or homes of 
members. An early evening rally 
involving area churches on the cam-
pus concluded the four-day event, 
with some delegates traveling on to 
Winnipeg for Mennonite World Con-
ference Assembly 12, while others 
returned home. 
For more information about the Inter-
national Brethren in Christ Fellowship, 
see the editorial on page 31. 
Mennonite World Conference Assembly XII 
Witnessing to Christ in Today's World 
by Harvey R. Sider 
"Witnessing to Christ in Today 's 
World" provided the "hub" f rom which 
many "spokes" emerged to shape a well-
formed "wheel" for the 12th assembly of 
the Mennonites and Brethren in Christ 
around the world. Sisters and brothers 
f rom more than 50 conferences con-
verged on Winnipeg, the Mennonite 
"mecca" (or at least the city with the 
largest concentration of Mennonites any-
where in the world). 
Twenty Canadian conference-related 
groups hosted the 12,100 registered dele-
gates. The opening rally, with 17,000 
gathered in the arena and the conclud-
ing service held in the Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers Stadium with an estimated 
crowd of between 25,000 and 28,000 
were indicators of tremendous interest 
and support by the large Mennonite 
community. 
Several positive features permeated 
the conference. Some of the more out-
standing will never be forgotten, such as 
the dynamic , con tempora ry singing 
which included words and music f rom 
Harvey Sider is Moderator of the Brethren 
in Christ Church in North America. 
all the major areas where our people 
live. Prior to both the morning and 
evening sessions, the gathering crowd 
enjoyed an extra 30 minutes of singing. 
The theme, "Witnessing to Christ in 
Today's World," kept our focus on the 
centrality of the Christian faith. There 
was a strong call to make the message of 
Christ positive, active and relevant to 
our generation. More than 200 seminars 
and workshops provided a great oppor-
tunity to explore issues both practical 
and theological—some even contentious. 
The musical groups, dramas and special 
presentations were highlights usually 
presented to packed audiences. The 
Indonesian choir dramatically portrayed 
their faith in music and artistic form. 
For some, the appearance of Elijah 
Harper of Meech Lake fame, Indian 
(Canadian native) M P P from Mani-
toba, was the event of the week. Nearly 
1,000 people met early one morning to 
discuss with him the situation of the 
native peoples and to show support for 
native concerns. 
While the 12th M WC was a tremend-
ous event and made national headlines, 
there was one embarrassment. Since the 
assembly was hosted in "Mennonite 
mecca," compounded by being held in 
Canada, the North American represen-
tation was overwhelming. So large was 
the Canadian and U.S. contingent that 
the numbers f rom the two-thirds world 
seemed negligible. In fact, less than 
1,000 of the 12,100 registered delegates 
were f r o m Afr ica , Asia and Lat in 
America—hardly representative of our 
constituency. 
However, this could well change with 
Assembly XIII. India has extended an 
invitation to host the next international 
gathering. The Mennoni te Brethren 
Conference in Central and South India 
is one of the largest Mennonite-related 
bodies in the world (63,000 members— 
Mennonite World Handbook, p. 349, 
1990)'. A conference hosted in India 
would undoubtedly reduce the number 
of delegates from North America and 
enhance representation f rom Africa and 
Asia. Perhaps whites would then be the 
minority. 
Brethren in Christ f rom all our major 
overseas churches serve on the General 
Council which meets every three years. 
The North American representatives are 
the Moderator and General Secretary. 
At Assembly XII, in Winnipeg, the 
Brethren in Christ were represented by 
people f r o m Canada , Cuba , India, 
Japan, Malawi, Nicaragua, South Africa, 
United Kingdom, United States, Vene-
zuela, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 
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YQTJTH QUEST NINETY 
Note Passed Between Two Youth: 
P&UUf, 
1 y u e t e , t t e v e t rozic^ecC t & a t a u z t t y m y 
<ZJ&4CC£ t i £ e cwyuCct art&cv&ieei a t 
t&at t£e uitittusvte yue&t Ci£e C& t6e aeancA 
(fad, it leatly fat <z&&ut <f&cc? 
fat 
YOUthQuest is the Brethren in Christ youth convention held once every three years. This 
year's convention will be held December 27 - 30 (4 days and 3 nights) at Tamiment in the 
Pocono Mountains, Pennsylvania. Transportation assistance is available. 
For more information just contact: The Board for Congregational Life 
P.O. Box 163 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 
(717) 653-9321 
But hurry - early registration discounts end November 28,1990. 
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od aP work in our world 
Urgency is the word 
Alvin Book—Cagua, Venezuela 
Since we have had an initial turn-
down of our request to build both a 
"k inde r " (preschool) and "iglesia" 
(church) on the donated land, I am pre-
paring something as official as I can to 
inform you of present developments. 
Things have come for the moment to a 
turning point. Thanks to our Christian 
engineer, Igor Medina, this information 
has surfaced early on. The Municipal 
Engineer and the Corinsa Engineer are 
hiding behind each other it seems, and 
both said to Igor that the building to be 
done is "uso kinder" (use: preschool); 
for this it was donated. 
Thursday, June 7, Igor spoke person-
ally with the Municipal Engineer at 
which time he suggested that we present 
our request for multiple use (construc-
tion of a church along with a preschool), 
submitting it to and through Urban 
Planning. So we carefully prepared a 
letter to the recently appointed officer, 
Miriam Perez, architect, proposing our 
desire to build jointly. We presented this 
together with a copy of the official doc-
ument of donation and a sketch of the 
plot. She received us very cordially, but 
in essence said that to build a church 
also would violate the reason for its 
donation. However, with careful talking 
by Igor, who is very smooth and expe-
rienced, she did fill out an application in 
her own handwriting indicating our 
desire for multiple use—"Uso kinder y 
religion." 
As a result of this conversation we 
now have our work cut out for us. We 
need to secure signatures of the residents 
of that area. That will require a miracle 
in itself. Much prayer is needed at this 
step. . . . Our plot of land is on the 
other side of Corinsa from where we 
live, so the folk there are not familiar 
with our style of worship. We will pre-
pare a letter giving a summary of who 
we are, what we do and how we do it, 
etc. Upon reading this letter we will ask 
them for their signatures, giving their 
consent to our building a church in their 
community. . . . If we can secure these 
signatures, she (Miriam Perez) will pre-
sent our application with recommenda-
tion to the desk of the mayor. Of course 
there are other legal things to do, but 
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these would be routine. . . . We need 
much prayer with fasting. 
(As of a telephone conversation July 
17, four different sets of signatures are 
required and they have about three-
fourths of them. It is encouraging, but 
keep on praying.) 
Unto the fourth generation 
Miriam Stem—International Student 
Ministries, Philadelphia Pa. 
It's been a few months since 12-year-
old Sia*, recently from China, prayed to 
receive Jesus as her Savior in Bible 
Study. During a lesson in Mark on 
Jesus' message of repentance, it hap-
pened when she interrupted with "How 
do you do that?" After an explanation 
on how to ask for forgiveness of sins, she 
surprised us with "I did that . . . often." 
We prayed with her right there to sort of 
seal the pact. 
At home Sia told her scientist mom 
that she wanted to study the Bible really 
well and go to other countries to tell 
people about Jesus. The adamant reply 
was "You may not do that!" We advised 
her that since she had many years of 
schooling ahead to just be kind and 
obedient at home and say little. 
Now the real meat of the story is this: 
Great-grandmother back in China, now 
in her 90s, is one of the survivors of the 
persecuted many of the Cultural Revo-
lution and prays for her family to trust 
Jesus too. We recall that the Word says 
that not only curses but blessings follow 
unto the third and fourth generations. 
Isn't that exciting! (* The name has been 
changed.) 
"Clamour for Colombia" 
Nancy Peterman—Bogota, Colombia 
An interesting experience recently was 
attending part of "Clamour for Colom-
bia," a day of prayer organized for the 
Bogota evangelical churches. Youth 
leader Hilcias and I invited six of our 
most promising young people and took 
a bus to the other end of the city, to a 
beat-up wrestling stadium where people 
were gathered to pray for their country 
and to sing choruses and praise, accom-
panied by a Youth For Christ band in 
which Hilcias formerly played. It was a 
new experience for the kids to see so 
many Christians together in one place, 
praying fervently. They were a little cur-
ious about certain styles of worship and 
of prayer that were new to them, but 
they asked questions, participated, and 
were quite impacted. 
We hadn't made concrete plans for 
the Sunday night youth meeting the 
next day, and were a little short on lead-
ership, so we decided to ask the kids who 
participated Saturday to share their 
experiences and lead the entire youth 
group in our own "Clamour for Colom-
bia." We were amazed at God's moving 
that night. For almost two hours the 
group shared, prayed, and sang, and we 
didn't even have time for games at the 
end; but no one looked bored or restless. 
I'm proud of and excited about the 
young disciples in Niza 9 and ask special 
prayer, especially for the 14 young men 
and 16 girls involved in the cell groups. 
Boutique ministry 
Jay Smith—Senegal 
Our boutique is doing fine. Each 
morning we have between three and 
four good contacts, though many come 
in initially out of curiosity. Because our 
room is meant as a room for discussions, 
we try to funnel the talks towards the 
Scriptures, and thereby neutralize the 
myriad questions about Christianity, 
which the people here love to throw at 
us. This takes the discussion onto a 
more authoritative plane, as who can 
argue against Scripture. That some-
times whets their curiosity to know 
more about what God has said to us 
through his prophets, and so we are able 
to get them into a more in-depth study 
of the Bible, in French or Wolof. 
In the last three weeks alone, we have 
begun three such personal Bible studies. 
From this venue, we want those who are 
willing to come along to one of our 
weekly groups, where we go through the 
Bible chronologically, showing videos 
which follow the Scriptures, and singing 
songs in Wolof and French. , . . They 
love to sing about the life and death of 





by Deepak Shresth 
The 20th Brethren in Christ Annual 
Youth Convention was held at Engle's 
Senior Girls Hostel, Purnea, on June 
8-11, 1990. Around 300 participants 
attended f rom Saharsa, Purnea, and 
Banmankh i East and West regions. 
There were two speakers: Mr. Franklin 
John, f rom Jamshedpur , Bihar, who 
was the main speaker, and Mr. Subhash 
Samuel f rom Katihar, Bihar. 
Mr. Binad Kachchhap, the secretary 
of the Brethren in Christ Church, was 
invited as the chief guest, who lit the 
candle to inaugurate the convention. 
The speakers, secretary, and director 
(Mr. Samuel Hembrom) were garlanded 
during a welcome song. The chief guest 
said in his address to the youth that 
young boys and girls should give their 
best contribution in the physical and 
spiritual growth of the church by setting 
an example before others, based on the 
Scriptures. 
Mr. Hem K. Paul, the church chair-
man, was also present along with some 
church board members. He also en-
couraged the youth f rom the Word of 
God in his short address and asked them 
to witness for Christ by living a life de-
manded by God. 
The theme of the convention was "To 
Lead a Worthy Life"(Eph. 4:1). Frank-
lin John kept on preaching on this 
theme throughout the convention. He 
delivered challenging and inspired mes-
sages which made the youth commit and 
recommit their lives at the feet of Jesus, 
confessing the mistakes they had com-
mitted in the past. Mr. Samuel also chal-
lenged the youth to keep the theme in 
mind and asked them to follow what 
Ephesians 4:1 says. 
On the second afternoon of the con-
vention there was a seminar on the topic 
of "Christian Ethics and Superstitions." 
All participants were divided into four 
groups and each group had opportunity 
to discuss and share their negative and 
positive opinions. It was a f ru i t fu l 
seminar in which young boys and girls 
Philippine churches begin 
earthquake relief efforts 
Collapsed building 
on a Baguio Street 
following the July 
16 earthquake. 
by Joy Hofer 
Amid reports of massive destruction 
and death still filtering in f rom outlying 
areas, local Philippine church and other 
groups have begun relief efforts to sur-
vivors of the July 16 earthquake. 
The July 31 official death toll stood at 
near 2,000, but relief workers expected it 
to increase by several thousand. The 
number of homeless people was pegged 
at slightly below 1 million. 
The primary need at the moment is 
for tents, clean water, and medicine for 
the thousands of families camping out 
during the middle of the typhoon sea-
son. Relief workers fear that when the 
first typhoon hits in the earthquake 
area, the result will be epidemics and 
more death. 
Mennonites in Hong Kong sent 10 
large rolls of plastic sheeting to the Phil-
ippines for making simple tents. The 
sheeting was purchased by Oxfram Hong 
Kong. M C C staff in the Philippines 
arranged for the sheeting to be trucked 
to Bauquio for distribution in nearby 
quake-affected areas. The Citizen Disas-
ter Rehabilitation Committee, a center 
for nongovernmental organizations do-
ing ear thquake relief, will distribute the 
sheeting. 
M C C also is helping arrange other 
shipments of relief supplies, including 
Joy and Philip Hofer, of Fresno, Calif, 
coordinate MCC program in the Philip-
pines. 
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medicines and water purification tablets, 
to the Philippines from other Asian 
countries. 
M C C worker Philip Hofer traveled 
to Cabanatuan, the city nearest the 
quake epicenter, with a United Church 
of Christ of the Philippines relief team 
July 17. There he saw the Philippine 
Christian College, a large complex that 
had collapsed killing 150 students and 
trapping several hundred others. Hofer 
also visited a local hospital where injured 
were treated. 
M C C worker Joy Hofer accompa-
nied a relief team to Baguio July 20. The 
damage on the road to Baguio was dra-
matic. Agoo, a town 22 miles north of 
Dagupan, had the most visible damage. 
Nearly every building in town was down. 
No clean-up efforts had begun. All fami-
lies were sleeping outside. A six-story 
municipal building was twisted and 
crushed by the quake. 
Baguio is the "vacation land of the 
wealthy" and a university center. After 
the quake 60 to 70 percent of the 300,000 
residents were living in makeshift tents. 
In Baguio the earthquake was "selec-
tive," throwing one highrise building 
down like a stack of cards and leaving 
the next standing. Over 20 major build-
ings collapsed in Baguio, including 
schools, hotels, shopping malls, office 
buildings, and restaurants. 
The stench of decaying bodies filled 
Baguio. Hundreds remained buried in a 
movie theater /bowling alley, several 
large factories at the Export Processing 
Zone, schools, hotels, and office build-
ings. By July 21 rescue workers had 
given up searching for survivors under 
collapsed buildings and the work of 
cleanup had not yet begun. Thousands 
of people roamed through the streets 
and tents sprouted on available corners 
and in parks. 
Hofer visited the Saint Louis Silver 
Shop and School, run by Catholic sis-
ters who camped in front of the school 
following the quake. S E L F H E L P Crafts, 
a job creation program of MCC, buys 
jewelry from the center, which employs 
disabled jewelers. Damage to the build-
ings was massive, but all children and 
craft workers were able to escape f rom 
the building without injury. 
Evangelical Visitor 
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learned what superstition is and how 
Christian ethics are based on the Scrip-
ture, since it comes from God. 
On the third day, there was Bible 
competition between Saharsa, Purnea, 
and Banmankhi East and West regions. 
Each region had fine delegates partici-
pating. The questions were asked from 
what the preachers had preached up to 
the third day. Each group did their best 
to win the shield. After much struggle, 
Purnea region occupied the final posi-
tion, keeping the Banmankhi East region 
in the second position. This Bible com-
petition was started in remembrance of 
the great late evangelist Benjamin 
Mirandi (Bihar). Therefore this compe-
tition is known as "The Benjamin 
Memorial Bible Competition." 
The Philippine Council of Evangeli-
cal Churches says late news from prov-
inces neighboring Baguio is that damage 
and death there is massive. Many areas 
have still not been reached due to land-
slides. 
One woman who had just been evac-
uated by U.S. military helicopter from 
near Botok, 12 miles from Baguio, 
reported that a landslide had buried 29 
schoolchildren on their way home from 
school in the neighboring village. 
MCC Philippines has provided im-
mediate relief aid to local church and 
nongovernment groups for emergency 
relief goods and transportation costs for 
relief teams to affected areas. So far 
long-term rehabilitation needs have not 
been discussed, but those needs will 
soon need to be addressed. 
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Doris and Jethro Dube, Til 
Thirty-six new and continuing leader-
ship personnel participated in a special 
leadership seminar held at MCC head-
quarters in Akron, Pa., June 5 to 15. 
The seminar featured sessions on MCC's 
task and structures and on cross-cultural 
development. Guest speakers included 
Dr. Elizabeth Dominquez professor of 
theology at Union Theological Seminary 
in Dasmarifies, the Philippines; Jacob 
Loewen, anthropologist from Abbotts-
ford, B.C.; Wilma Bailey, professor of 
Old Testament at Messiah College in 
Grantham, Pa.; and Dorothy Friesen of 
Synapses, an organization that works to 
create international links among grass-
root peace and justice organizations. 
Doris and Jethro Dube of Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe, began four-year MCC as-
signments in Zimbabwe in September 
1989. Doris is working as a teacher and 
Jethro as MCC country representative. 
Doris received a teacher's certificate 
from the Mtshabezi Teachers'College in 
Bulawayo. Jethro received a bachelor's 
Fretz in MCC orientation 
degree in education from University of 
Zimbabwe in Harare. 
Dubes are members of the Brethren 
in Christ Church in Bulawayo. Their 
children are Bonganinkosi, Mandlen-
kosi, Andile, Samkeliso, Sanelisiwe and 
Kwanele. 
Tim Fretz of Ridgeway, Ont., is begin-
ning a two-year MCC assignment in 
Washington, D.C., where he will work 
as MCC program coordinator and unit 
leader. 
Fretz previously served with MCC in 
Bangladesh and in Gerado, Ethiopia, as 
an agriculturist. He received a bache-
lor's degree in agriculture from Univer-
sity of Guelph (Ont.). 
Fretz is a member of Falls View 
Brethren in Christ Church in Niagra 
Falls, Ont. His parents are Howard Jr. 
and Jean Fretz of Ridgeway. 
MCC is the service, development and 
relief agency for North American Men-
nonites and Brethren in Christ. 
Indiana VORP program 
featured on "Real 
Life with Jane Pauley" 
The Victim Offender Reconciliation 
Program (VORP) of the Center for 
Community Justice in Elkhart, Ind., 
was scheduled to be featured on the 
"Real Life with Jane Pauley" NBC tele-
vision series August 21. 
The V O R P program was begun 
through efforts of MCC U.S. staff and 
local churches in 1978. It is the oldest 
VORP in the United States. 
A1 Wengerd, executive director of the 
Center for Community Justice, arranged 
for the television crew to film a media-
tion between a drunken driver and an 
injured car accident victim. 
The producer and crew were so moved 
by the mediation process, Wengerd re-
ports, that they cancelled plans to film 
other VORPs in the United States and 
urged Pauley to come to Elkhart herself. 
After viewing the footage in New York, 
she travelled to Elkhart and interviewed 
the victim, offender and mediator. 
The Elkhart VORP has moved over 
the years from being church owned to 
community owned, Wengerd notes. 
"Now we're one of the few VORPs that 
has to deal with the problem of being 
overused," he says. "We simply can't 
recruit and train volunteers fast enough 




MCC needs applicants for 
Youth Discovery Teams 
Mennonite Central Committee needs 
applicants for four new Youth Discov-
ery Teams (YDT). One team each will 
spend time in East Germany, southern 
Africa, Central America, and India. The 
first three teams will also include time in 
North America. 
Applicants are urgently needed for a 
YDT scheduled to go to East Germany 
in November. Five North American 
participants will live with families in 
East or West Germany November to 
January while studying German at a 
university. In February five East Ger-
mans will join the North Americans for 
two months of study of inner city and 
environmental concerns from an East 
German perspective and related service 
projects. 
In April the group will travel to the 
United States where they will be based 
in Kansas; German participants will 
spend one month in English-language 
study while North American partici-
pants do housing rehabilitation projects. 
The group will spend May and June in 
one U.S. and one Canadian city, study-
ing inner city and environmental con-
cerns from a North American perspec-
tive while doing service projects and 
contacting Mennonite groups. 
Applicants for this program must be 
20 to 40 years old and speak some 
German. 
MCC also needs a group leader who 
is fluent in German, has experience in 
Germany and will be available to begin 
preparing for the position in early fall. 
MCC is also accepting applications 
from people ages 18 to 24 for a YDT to 
southern Africa. The team will likely 
begin in September 1991. Three North 
Americans will join three African Inde-
pendent Church young people from 
Botswana and three Brethren in Christ 
young people from Zimbabwe to form a 
singing group. 
A leader with some musical skills and 
experience in southern Africa is needed. 
Singles and couples without children 
may apply for this position. 
A team will also go to Central Amer-
ica in 1991. People ages 20 to 24 with 
some Spanish-speaking ability are en-
couraged to apply. 
Finally, applicants are needed for a 
three-month YDT experience in India 
for the summer 1991. North American 
and Indian participants will study Indian 
culture, religion, and Mennonite witness 
in the Hindu culture. Participants will 
also become familiar with church-related 
development and social service projects. 
MCC began the YDT program in 
1989 to encourage joint service and 
learning among young people of differ-
ent cultures. The first three teams in-
cluded North Americans, Zairians, 
Indonesians, Costa Ricans, and Nica-
raguans. 
To apply for any of these YDT pro-
grams, call or write to Liz Hunsberger 
or Carol Lichti, MCC, P.O. Box 500, 
Akron, PA 17501-0500; phone (717) 
859-1151. If you are interested in being a 
group leader, call MCC as soon as 
possible. 
_etc 
How will it play in Peoria? MEDA members will find out Nov. 8-11 as they 
explore the topic "The Business of the Future" during their annual convention 
in Peoria, Illinois. (MEDA—Mennonite Economic Development Associates— 
is a non-profit association of 2,000 North American business and professional 
persons, having a number of Brethren in Christ as members.) Speakers 
included futurist and author Tom Sine, Muppie expert Emerson Lesher, and 
Chicago commodities trader Mark Ritchie. Discipleship in the marketplace 
will be reflected in several seminars. For more information, write to MEDA at 
402-280 Smith St., Winnipeg, MB R3C 1K2 or 12 Greenfield Rd„ Lancaster, 
PA 17602. 
Students at Christian colleges are eligible to compete for a $5,000 "Carl F. 
H. Henry Scholarship" offered by the Amy Foundation of Lansing, Mich. 
The award is given for the best essay published in a secular publication 
between May 1, 1990, and April 30, 1991. Articles must include a passage 
from the Bible and present the Christian position on an important contem-
porary issue in a thoughtful and relevant manner. (The Amy Foundation, 
sponsor of the scholarship in partnership with the Christian Coalition, is best 
known for the Amy Writing Awards, which offers $34,000 in cash prizes to 
journalists who present biblical truth in the secular media.) 
For more information, contact the Christian College Coalition, 329 Eighth 
Street N.E., Washington, D.C. 20002. 
The Mennonite Quarterly Review is sponsoring a conference focusing on 
alternate service camps and projects during World War II. The May 30-June 
1, 1991 conference will be held at Goshen College. For more information, 
write MQR editor John Oyer, Goshen College, Goshen, IN 46526. 
If a Climenhaga is in your family tree, you may wish to contact Mrs. Joan 
Oppertshauser, 3886 Cedar Hill Road, Victoria, BC V8P 3Z6. She writes, 
"What started out as a small venture has become five volumes and an index 
(totalling 20 pounds) . . . after hundreds of hours of research, correspon-
dence, roaming cemeteries, going over volumes of family trees, visiting 
churches, pestering pastors, and long hours at archives." She invites contacts 
from persons who would like to add new data or who are interested in 
researching their family tree (at the cost of photocopies and postage). Due to 
expense involved, she does not expect to publish the results of her research. (In 
a footnote, she said she checked her index andfound an Eleanor Pierce, born 





Garland L. Whittington ordination 
On May 13, 1990 Garland Whitting-
ton was ordained to the Christian minis-
try at the Christian Union Brethren in 
Christ church, Garrett, Indiana. Dr. R. 
Donald Shafer, General Conference 
Secretary, who was Garland's former 
bishop in the Midwest Conference, 
preached the ordination message. Bishop 
Owen Alderfer performed the rites of 
ordination. 
Garland is a graduate of Kansas Wes-
leyan University with a degree in reli-
gion and philosophy. He formerly pas-
tored the Mountain View Brethren in 
Christ church in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, and has been a licensed min-
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ceremony. Other participants included: 
Wilbur Benner, Jeffrey House and 
Ronald Mater, friends of the pastoral 
couple. 
Rick has served as pastor of the 
Rosebank congregation for the past 
four years. He continues his education 
at Emmanuel Bible College. Rick and 
Faye's home has been blessed with their 
son Derek. For several years, Rick has 
been a member of the Niagara Camp 
Board in the Canadian Conference. 
sentative of the Board of Ministry and 
Doctrine, was present to participate in 
this service. 
Bill and his wife Anita reside in 
Upland. He serves on the pastoral staff 
of the Upland Church. 
Ordination of Craig E. Sider 
On Sunday, May 27, over 150 mem-
bers, friends and relatives gathered in 
the General Wolfe High School to cele-
brate the ordination of Pastor Craig 
Sider to the Christian ministry and the 
consecration of his spouse, Laura (Day) 
Sider. 
Bishop Harvey Sider performed the 
ordination rites. Brian Lofthouse, close 
friend of Craig, preached the ordination 
sermon. Other participants included 
Craig's father, Roy V. Sider, who gave 
the charge; John Day, father of Laura, 
and Pat Hannigan, brother-in-law. 
Craig is a graduate of Asbury Semi-
nary and served for several years as 
Director of Public Relations at Niagara 
Christian College. Presently, Craig and 
Laura pastor the Upper Oaks Communi-
ty Church in Oakville, Ontario. Craig is 
a member of the Niagara Camp Board 
and Niagara Christian College Board of 
Trustees. Children Tori and Nicholas 
complete this family. 
Ordination for Richard Silvestro 
Family and friends joined the Rose-
bank, Ontario, congregation on May 13 
for a service of ordination for Reverend 
Richard Silvestro and the consecration 
of his wife, Faye (Schaubel) Silvestro. 
The ordination sermon was preached 
by Ross Nigh, interim pastor at Spring-
vale, with the charge given by Ken 
Smith, pastor at Oak Ridges. Bishop 
Harvey Sider performed the ordination 
Ralph C. Hock was ordained to the 
Christian ministry on Sunday, June 10, 
1990. H. Frank Kipe, bishop of the 
Allegheny Conference, conducted the 
ordination service held at the Marsh 
Creek Brethren in Christ Church, How-
ard, Pa. 
Pastor Hock and his wife, the former 
Lois Davis, have been serving the Marsh 
Creek congregation since January 1987. 
Prior to their coming to Centre County, 
they were actively involved in the Green 
Spring congregation near Newville, Pa. 
Ralph and Lois are the parents of 
three sons, Douglas, Randy, and Lyle, 
who are married and live in the central 
Pennsylvania area. A grandson, Chan-
ning Nenninger, lives with the Hocks in 
Howard. 
Bill Maher ordained 
Rev. Bill Maher was ordained to the 
Christian ministry at the Upland Breth-
ren in Christ Church on May 13, 1990. 
The service was under the direction of 
the pastor, Dr. Walter Winger. Bishop 
J. Ralph Wenger conducted the ritual of 
ordination. Dr. G. Franklin Shirbroun, 
a former instructor at Fuller Theologi-
cal Seminary, presented the ordination 
address. Bishop Glenn Ginder, a repre-
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Ralph C. Hock ordained 
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ister since 1983. He serves as pastor of 
the Christian Union Brethren in Christ 
Church, chairs the Central Conference 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns, and 
is a member of the General Conference 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
Married in 1961, Garland and his wife 
Virginia have three grown children: 
Mary Hacker, Tacey, and Burnie, and 
two grandsons. Virginia serves as a 
chorister and Sunday school teacher for 
the local congregation in addition to 
working in restaurant management. 
Ordination of Darreil S. Winger 
The congregation, family and friends 
filled the Stayner Brethren in Christ 
Church on June 17 to participate in the 
ordination celebration of Rev. Darreil 
Winger and the consecration of his 
spouse, Anna (Sider) Winger. 
John Sider, Anna's father, preached 
the sermon and Bishop Harvey Sider 
perform'd the ordination ceremony and 
presented the charge. Others who partic-
ipated in the service were Ed Chester, 
Allegheny Conference 
A seventh anniversary celebration at the 
Abundant Life church, Uniontown, Pa., featured 
songs from the choir, personal testimonies begin-
ning "ALC has ministered to me . . . , "a seven-
year perfect attendance award, and a sudden rain 
storm. • On July 8, Lynn Myers of the Air Hill 
congregation. Chambersburg, Pa., received the 
Herald of Christ Award, the highest honor given 
by the Christian Service Brigade program. • The 
Morley Family ministered on July 29 to the 
Antrim congregation, Chambersburg. • On Aug. 
19, Mark Slagenweit said farewell to the Canoe 
Creek congregation, Hollidaysburg, Pa. Robert 
Patterson was installed as pastor on Aug. 26. • 
Bijoy and Manjula Roul spoke recently to the 
Chambersburg congregation. An all-church pic-
nic was July 22 at Twin Bridges Campground. 
On July 22, the Fairview Ave. congregation, 
Waynesboro, Pa., had a commissioning service 
for teens serving in Appalachia. • The Orville 
Hade family of the Five Forks church, Waynes-
boro, left for three years in Bangladesh with MCC. 
Three were baptized and six received as members 
on July 15. • Three members of the Green Spring 
church, Newville, Pa., left on July 12 to help build 
a church in Mexico. • The ladies of the Hollowell 
church, Waynesboro, planned two Mothers' Days 
Out for July 17 and 31.* The Iron Springs congre-
gation, Fairfield, Pa., held VBS registration and 
refreshments on July 10 and 17 at a local swim-
ming pool. The finale of VBS was a Jubilee pro-
gram and homecoming picnic on July 29. 
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President of the Stayner Ministerial 
Association, Michael and Sandi Hanni-
gan, and Bishop Emeritus E. J. Swalm 
who prayed the ordination prayer. 
Graduating from Asbury Seminary 
in 1989, Darreil has pastored the Stayner 
congregation for the past one and a half 
years. Son Samuel joined this family 
one year ago. Darreil serves on the Ni-
agara Camp Board and the Board for 
Congregational Life of the Canadian 
Conference. 
Harry Brubaker was guest speaker July 1 for the 
Martinsburg, Pa., congregation. • In July the quiz 
team of the Montgomery congregation, Mercers-
burg, Pa., won the World quizzing title in Indiana. 
A promotional dinner for the building program 
raised over $85,000. • A new Rogers Concord 
organ was dedicated July 15 by the Mt. Rock 
church, Shippensburg, Pa. The organist was John 
Acker. • Indian church leaders Bijoy and Man-
jula Roul spoke July 18 to the New Guilford 
congregation, Chambersburg, Pa. July 15 was a 
Kids Day celebration. • Pastor-musician Pat 
Hannigan led worship July 1 for the South Moun-
tain congregation, Shippensburg. • "God Uses 
Broken Things" was the July 22 sermon for the 
Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md. 
Atlantic Conference 
On July 22, Jean Bixler was missions speaker 
from Zimbabwe for the Cross Roads congrega-
tion, Mount Joy, Pa. • The Elizabethtown, Pa. 
congregation had a July 22 church picnic. • The 
youth of the Fairland church. Cleona, Pa., spon-
sored a hamboat sale on July 18. VBS was July 
23-27. • The Free Grace congregation. Millers-
burg, Pa., helped on Aug. 5 at the lunch and 
dinner meals at Roxbury Camp. • His Messengers 
puppeteers ministered at the Hershey, Pa., church 
on July 22. • On July 11. the Women's Fellowship 
of the Hummelstown, Pa., church sponsored a 
service with Don and Shirley Frymire. former 
missionaries to Africa. • On June 29, the Hunloek 
Creek, Pa., congregation heard the music of the 
"New Light" singers from Messiah College. 
A youth service team of the Lancaster, Pa., 
church helped Aug. 6-11 in construction of the 
new Riverside Chapel in Fort Erie, Ont. • The 
Manor church, Mountville, Pa., sponsored the 
July 7 farewell reception for Bishop John and 
Esther Byers. The farewell service for Pastor and 
JoLene Hawbaker was July 8. Total receipts were 
$ 18,084 for the summer missions projects support-
ing Kisaka Hospital and purchasing Tonga Bibles. 
The goal had been $10,000. • The Mastersonville 
congregation, Manheim, Pa., sponsored a 5-Day 
Bible Club July 16-20. Loren Miller gave a report 
July 15 on his work tour of Chile. • A meeting was 
held July 22 by the Millersville, Pa., congregation 
to vote on purchase of additional property. 
On July 9-11, the Mt. Pleasant church. Mount 
Joy, Pa., sponsored a "missionary adventure" for 
children featuring Africa, India, and New Mexico. 
The youth had a July 13-15 retreat at United Zion 
Camp. • The New Covenant church, Quakertown, 
Pa., planned a family campout for Aug. 4-5. • 
Merle Brubaker conducted building feasibility 
studies July 24-29 for the Palmyra, Pa., congrega-
tion. • The youth of the Pequea church, Lancaster, 
Pa., repaired Hurricane Hugo damage in South 
Carolina Aug. 11-18.* The Refton, Pa., congrega-
tion has approved use of the Growing to Glorify 
God stewardship program for the fall. The women 
took a bus trip to Ocean City, Md., on July 31. 
On July 29, Eugene Wingert spoke on worship 
to the Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Ken Letner spoke about nurture on Aug. 5. • 
Jeffrey Garis was installed July 29 as Associate in 
Ministries for the Souderton, Pa„ congregation. 
The position oversees the youth group, adminis-
trative duties, and Christian education. Five were 
baptized July 15. A group of 13 worked in South 
Carolina for Habitat for Humanity. • On Aug. 4, 
the Stowe, Pa., congregation had a meeting on the 
growth and ministry of the church: "Roadmap to 
the Future."* Welsh Mountain Community Park 
was the site of the July 8 Sunday school picnic of 
the Summit View congregation, New Holland, Pa. 
The men went deep sea fishing on July 14. 
Canadian Conference 
The July 8 speaker for the Bridlewood congre-
gation, Agincourt, Ont., was Nelson Kung of 
World Relief Canada, on "A Christian Perspec-
tive on Social Issues." • The Delisle. Sask., con-
gregation had VBS Aug. 20-24. • Philip Mudenda, 
Zambia, spoke on July 14 to the Falls View con-
gregation, Niagara Falls, Ont. Other participants 
in the International Brethren in Christ Fellowship 
at Niagara Christian College spoke on July 22 and 
took part in a potluck dinner. • Enock Shamapani 
from Zambia spoke to the Heise Hill congrega-
tion, Gormley, Ont., on July 22. Four were bap-
tized on July 15. • The Lakeside congregation, 
Calgary, Alb., had baptismal and communion 
services on July 15. 
On Sunday mornings in July the North East 
Community congregation, Calgary. Alb., viewed 
the Tony Campolo film series, "I Have Decided to 
Live Like a Believer." • On July 15, the Oak 
Ridges, Ont., church shared in a baptismal service 
with Heise Hill. "Island in the Son" was the VBS 
theme. Average attendance was 55. Juana Garcia 
from Cuba spoke on July 17. • The Port Col-
borne, Ont., congregation hosted 10 members of 
the International Brethren in Christ Fellowship on 




Please send bulletins to our office monthly 
rather than weekly. It saves us a great deal of 
time if you open them, arrange them in order 
of date (earliest date on top), and staple them 
in the upper right corner. Please highlight 
special events so they are readily observed. 
Or, better still, write out a few sentences 
summarizing the events. Be sure to mail your 
material so it will arrive in Nappanee by the 
first day of each month. 
the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation went to see 
the drama "Black Hats" about the early Menno-
nite immigrants to Ohio. • John and Jean Yount 
spoke on July 15 to the Sippo Valley congrega-
tion, Massillon, Ohio, about the Miami Cuban 
Refugee Mission. • On July 8, David and Flo 
Carlson spoke about their work with Trans World 
Radio to the Union Grove congregation, New 
Paris, Ind. A new member was received on July 
22. 
M i d w e s t C o n f e r e n c e 
sharing 
stories 
tion, Hamilton, Ont., hosted the Bishop and the 
Department of Stewardship for a meeting to dis-
cuss the church's indebtedness. 
The Sherkston, Ont., congregation was invited 
to a 25th wedding anniversary open house at the 
parsonage on July 15 for Pastor Leonard and 
Ruth Ann Chester. The youth provided music for 
a July 29 Galilean service which preceded a wiener 
roast. • Paul Nigh spoke in the July 29 service of 
the Springvale, Ont., church. Mike and Michelle 
Forrest were commissioned for service at Timber 
Bay Children's Home; and Beverly Case for 
summer service in India and Hong Kong. • The 
Stayner, Ont., church hosted a children's day 
camp July 9-13. The adult fellowship traveled to 
Big Chute Marine Railway on July 14. • The 
"Island in the Son" day camp of the Upper Oaks 
church, Oakville, Ont., drew 140 children—100 in 
the morning and 40 in the afternoon. In July the 
congregation saw the Tony Campolo film, "Living 
in Your Community." 
The Young Family Fellowship group of the 
Wainfleet, Ont., church planned a July 15 outing 
to the Buffalo Zoo. The seniors took a Grand 
River boat cruise on July 23. Two young men of 
the congregation gave summer service in Belize 
under the SPRINT program. • The ladies auxil-
iary of the Wetland, Ont., church planned a garage 
sale for July 7. • "Making Your Dreams Come 
True" was the July 15 message from Randy Buck, 
missionary to Mexico, in the service of the West-
heights congregation. Kitchener, Ont. 
C e n t r a l C o n f e r e n c e 
The Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, 
had a Habitat for Humanity work day on July 7. 
The New Light team from Messiah College gave a 
program on July 22. • On July 11, John Rohrer 
showed slides of Bible distribution in Russia, 
Romania, and Hungary to the Ashland, Ohio, 
congregation. An eight-person missions team left 
for Venezuela on July 28. • Paul Race brought the 
July 1 message to the Beulah Chapel congrega-
tion, Springfield, Ohio. The film "Caught" was 
shown on Aug. 5. • The Pathfinders class of the 
Christian Union congregation, Garrett, Ind., 
planned a camping trip for Aug. 11-12. • Jackie 
Sweet of Child Evangelism spoke July 24 at the 
women's fellowship meeting of the Fairview con-
gregation, Englewood, Ohio. 
Twelve youth from the Highland congregation. 
West Milton, Ohio, attended Camp Lakeview. • 
The Mooretown church, Sandusky, Mich., has a 
new group for teens called Victory Kids. Work on 
the new addition is in progress. • Delegates to 
General Conference from the Nappanee, Ind., 
congregation gave their report in a July 15 evening 
service. • On Aug. 11, the adult Sunday school of 
Missionaries to Zimbabwe, Bob and Shelley 
Barber, spoke July 29 at the Abilene, Ks., church. 
An offering was received recently for Operation 
Mobilization. • Kick-off activities and registration 
for Pioneer Clubs was Aug. 22 at the Bethany 
church, Thomas, Okla. Mothers of attenders will 
also have meetings during club time. • Nazarene 
pastor Leon Jennings will be interim pastor of the 
Oklahoma City, Okla., church until Feb. 1. At 
that time, Steve Lehman, associate pastor of the 
Merchanicsburg, Pa., church will begin ministry. • 
The Mountain View church, Colorado Springs, 
Colo., recently held a brunch and 50th wedding 
anniversary celebration for Bob and Fern Groff. 
Three youth of the congregation represented the 
Midwest Conference at the General Conference 
quiz finals. Two members were received July 15. • 
The evening of July 8 was devoted to volleyball 
and fun at the Zion church, Abilene, Ks. Charles 
Norman preached on July 29. 
P a c i f i c C o n f e r e n c e 
The Moreno church, Moreno Valley, Calif., has 
a "families of the month" time in the morning 
worship hour. July 14 was a church work day. • 
The films "SuperChristian I and II" were shown 
July 15 at the Ontario, Calif., church. The July 
23-27 VBS theme was "Gilligan's Island."* Rick 
Carter has resigned from the Open Bible church, 
Sunnymead, Calif., as of Aug. 31. • Ten persons 
from the Pacific Highway church, Salem, Ore., 
attended General Conference in Grantham, Pa. 
Pastor Denny and Linda Sanders hosted a break-
fast at their home on July 14. • The Riverside, 
Calif., church recently had Wednesday Bible stud-
ies on "Living like Jesus—studies of the life of 
Christ as interpreted by the New Testament let-
ters." • On Aug. 5, the Upland, Calif., church 
hosted a farewell/ welcome conference-wide recep-
tion for retiring Bishop Wenger and incoming 
Bishop Cober. 
S o u t h e a s t C o n f e r e n c e 
The Bloomington Chapel congrega t ion , 
Columbia, Ky., held an outdoor sing on July 28. A 
yard sale was planned for Aug. 4-5. • The Com-
munity Bible congregation, Sarasota, Fla., has a 
ladies' low-impact aerobics class on Tuesday 
nights. A Wednesday study of gifts of the Spirit 
began on July 25. • A member of the Holden Park 
congregation, Orlando, Fla., is anticipating be-
ginning a sign language class in the fall. The 
church is looking into several redecorating projects. 
continued on page 22 
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Mechanicsburg congregation 
celebrates its centennial 
One hundred years ago the brethren of the 
Cumberland District built their first meeting-
house at the location of the present Mechan-
icsburg, Pa., church building. The congre-
gation is holding a number of special events 
to mark its centennial: Barn harvest meeting 
(Sept. 30), Love Feast (Oct. 13), cottage 
prayer meetings (Oct. 17), centennial drama 
(Oct. 26 and 27), centennial celebration 
(Nov. 4—morning), and hymn sing (Nov. 
4—evening). A history of the congregation 
will be released at the Nov. 4 celebration. 
A "Visitor" 
in every 
Brethren in Christ 
home 
Ready to inform and inspire, the 
Evangelical Visitor arrives at your 
h o m e each month , with news and 
views of Brethren in Christ across 
North America and around the 
world. 
Renewals: 
1 year: $10 ($12 Can.) 
2 years: $18 ($22 Can.) 
3 years: $25 ($32 Can.) 
5 years: $40 ($50 Can.) 
New and Gift: 
1 year: $8.50 ($10.25 Can.) 
BEST BUY: Lifetime Subscription: 
$150 ($185 Can.) 
Use the address on your mailing 
label, noting any errors or changes. 
Mail with check or money order to: 
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, 




The Mountain Anthems sang on July 15 for the 
Big Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa. A meal 
followed. • Several youth and adults of the Car-
lisle, Pa., congregation traveled to Neon. Ky., July 
22-27 to do repair work with SWAP. The congre-
gation celebrated their fifth anniversary in the 
present facilities on July 29. • On July 15, Eugene 
and Ruth Madeira showed slides of their expe-
riences in Venezuela to the Cedar Grove congrega-
tion, Mifflintown, Pa. Twenty persons served with 
SWAP July 15-21. • Phil Phillips, author of Tur-
moil in the Toybox (an exposd of the cartoon 
industry), spoke to the Cumberland Valley con-
gregation, Dillsburg, Pa. The men's group planned 
a golf outing for July 28. 
The junior high youth of the Grantham, Pa., 
church had a progressive dinner on bikes on July 
5. The young adults had a work/community day 
July 21 at Paxton Street Home. • The theme of the 
July 9-13 VBS of the Marsh Creek church, How-
ard, Pa., was Miracles of Jesus. • On July 29, the 
missions committee of the Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
church sponored the film, "The World's Best Kept 
Secret." The congregation planned an outdoor 
service and picnic for Aug. 26 at their future relo-
cation site. 
Albert Harvey, pastor in Australia and former 
missionary to Zimbabwe, preached in the July 8 
service at the Messiah Village church, Mechanics-
burg, Pa. • Henry Ginder spoke to the Redland 
Valley congregation, York Haven, Pa., on July 15. 
The youth enjoyed a backpacking weekend Aug. 
3-5. • The Wesley congregation, Mt. Holly Springs, 
Pa., hosted a 5-Day Club July 30—Aug. 3. Phyllis 
Engle shared in the July 25 service. • Marshall Poe 
shared about missions in South America at the 
July 22 evening service of the West Shore congre-
gation, Mechanicsburg. 
For the Record 
Births 
Adams: Benjamin James, June 14; Ron and 
Marilou (Shaida) Adams. Lancaster congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Beachy: Justin Matthew, July 17; Mike and 
Jane Beachy, Carlisle congregation. Pa. 
Biller: Robert Lome, June 29; Scott and Cassie 
(Sider) Biller, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Blue: Keisha Mae, May 15; Janice Blue, Sherk-
ston congregation, Ont. 
Buck: Holly Ann, July 22; Craig and Colleen 
(Carr) Buck. Skyline View congregation. Pa. 
Coulis-Barkhouse: Evan Grant, May 28; Alan 
and Pamela (Coulis) Coulis-Barkhouse, Sherks-
ton congregation, Ont. 
Davis: Brian Taylor. July 4; Keith and Lorelei 
(Brauen) Davis, Upper Oaks congregation. Ont. 
Diller: Sonja Michelle, July 23; Marvin and 
Kelly (Weigle) Diller, Mechanicsburg congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Fretz: Joanna Leigh. July 16; Randall and Patrice 
(Krikory) Fretz, Souderton congregation. Pa. 
Gerhart: Chelsea Dawn, July 19; Clark and 
Kimberly (Sefing) Gerhart. Souderton congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Gerlach: Katlyn Lorraine, July 24; Jeffrey and 
Marianne (Warner) Gerlach, Pequea congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Hauck: Jeremy Milton, July 22; Randy and 
Annette (Lauver) Hauck, Hershey congregation, 
Pa. 
Heefner: Rebecca Ann, July 23; Michael and 
Debbie Heefner, Mt. Rock congregation. Pa. 
Henry: Cody Mitchell, July 30; Haines and 
Sandra (Engle) Henry, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Kanode: Timothy Kevin, July 6; Kevin and 
Sherry (Buchter) Kanode, Hershey congregation. 
Pa. 
Lehman: Amy Lynn, June 28; Richard and 
Joanna Lehman, Green Spring congregation. Pa. 
Lewis: Allison Elizabeth, July 5, Timothy and 
Teresa Lewis, Bloomington Chapel congregation, 
Ky. 
Madeira: Alexander Louis, June 29; Alfred 
and Virginia (Lawyer) Madeira, Chambersburg 
congregation, Pa. 
Michael: Amanda Leigh, July 9; Robert and 
Janet (Gettel) Michael, Fairview Ave. congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Miller Morgan Rachel, June 19; Mark and 
Angie (Zeis) Miller, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Nissley: Brenton Douglass, July 8; Doug and 
Loretta Nissley, Martinsburg congregation, Pa. 
Nolt: Jeremy Andrew, July 11; Barry and Judy 
(Kipe) Nolt, Cali, Colombia (Five Forks, Pa.). 
Olson: Samantha Gail. May 31; Warren and 
Donna Olson, Massey Place congregation, Sask. 
Paul: Hollyn Elyse, July 31; Grady and Heather 
(Deuchar) Paul, Skyline View congregation, Pa. 
Peters: Whitney Lee, May 27; Brooks and 
Karen (Garis) Peters, Souderton congregation, 
Pa. 
Redcay: Tawnyia Suzann, May 8; Jay and 
Linda Redcay, Green Spring congregation, Pa. 
Rhodes: Amanda Fae, July 14; Crystal Rhodes, 
Moreno Community congregation, Calif. 
Rice: Allison Lynne. July 22; Dale and Cheryl 
(Thrush) Rice, New Guilford congregation. Pa. 
Roberts: Victoria Elizabeth Ann, July 10; Neal 
and Debbie (Hill) Roberts, Port Colborne con-
gregation, Ont. 
Sharp: Isaac Michael, July 25; Steve and Chris-
tine Sharp, Mechanicsburg congregation. Pa. 
Stern: Ethan Samuel, July 1; Doug and Luella 
Stern, Martinsburg congregation. Pa. 
Stevenson: Erica Lane, June 1; Wes and Kim 
Stevenson, Massey Place congregation, Sask. 
Stone: Angelique. June 19; Mike and Jennifer 
Stone, Hunlock Creek congregation, Pa. 
Thrush: Nikkia Dawn, July 25; Gerald and 
Karen (Meyers) Thrush, Antrim congregation. 
Pa. 
Webster: Kelcy Jay, Aug. 2; James and Sandi 
(Albright) Webster, Winchester congregation. Va. 
Wenger: Tyler Chad. July 1; Kevin and Kay 
(Burkholder) Wenger, Mastersonville congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Wildoner: Shane Harry Francis, June 3; Shane 
and Denise Wildoner, Hunlock Creek congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Woodruff: Scott Thomas. July 17; Michael 
Evangelical Visitor 
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and Sharlene (McCullough) Woodruff , Refton 
congregation, Pa. 
Weaver: Alyssa Renee, June 19; Douglas and 
Teresa (McMichael) Weaver, Refton congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Weddings 
Brillinger-MacNeil: Ellen Marie, daughter of 
Alexander and Katherine MacNeil, Don Mills, 
Ont., and Kevin Charles, son of the late Ross and 
M. Geraldine Brillinger, Keswick, Ont., May 19, 
at the Church of the Annunciation, with Father 
McLean and Rev. Marlon Ressler officiating. 
Casale-Howe: Jane Ellen, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Maynard Howe, Hanover, Pa., and Brian 
Keith Casale, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Adams, 
Landisburg, Pa., June 2, at the Cumberland Val-
ley Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ray Bert 
and Rev. George Kibler officiating. 
Dryfhout-Noordam: Yvonne Michelle, daugh-
ter of Harry and Wilma Noordam, St. Thomas. 
Ont., and John Edward, son of Hank and Sadie 
Dryfhout , Wallacetown, Ont., June 30, at Faith 
Baptist Church with Rev. Rick Donald officiating. 
Ebersole-Gsell: Lori Jane, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul R. Gsell, Greencastle, Pa., and Gregory 
Bryan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence M. Eber-
sole, Greencastle. July 14, at the Mt. Rock 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John W. 
Schock officiating. 
Eyster-Kennedy: Teresa Ann, daughter of Ken-
neth and Jean Kennedy, Thomas, Okla., and 
Douglas, son of Melvin and Vivian Eyster, Thom-
as, June 10, at the Bethany Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Charles Rickel officiating. 
Fager-Shetter: Nancy Jean, daughter of Law-
rence and Evelyn Shetter, Abilene, and Lonny, 
son of Maynard and Phyllis Fager, Colorado 
Springs, Colo., May 26, at the Garden of the Gods 
with Rev. Sam Fisher officiating. 
Flagg-Ramer: Connie Elizabeth, daughter of 
Alvin and Barbara Ann Ramer, Colborne, Ont., 
and Isaac John , son of Ben and Dorothy Flagg, 
Wainfleet, Ont., May 26, at the Colborne United 
C h u r c h , with Professor J . Raymond Deitz 
officiating. 
Hollinger-Marsh: Suzanne Marsh, daughter of 
Grace Sheppard, Oakville, Ont., and Raymond, 
son of Larry and Olive Hollinger, Guelph, Ont., 
Aug. 18, at St. Johns United Church with Rev. 
Campbell officiating. 
Kelly-Umholtz: Christine Ann, daughter of Leo 
and Elma Umholtz, Mount Joy, Pa., and Timothy 
Gene, son of Mr. and Mrs. Gene Kelly, Green Bay, 
Wise., June 23, at the Cross Roads Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Dale H. Engle officiating. 
McCrea-Bierma: Elizabeth Martina Bierma, 
Toronto , Ont., and Jeffrey Hugh McCrea, Kitch-
ener, Ont., May 5, at Westheights Brethren in 
Chr is t C h u r c h with Rev. David E. I l lman 
officiating. 
Myers-Harne: Laura Ann, daughter of Dennis 
and Barb Harne, Chambersburg, Pa., and Keith 
Edward, son of Ruth E. Myers, Fayetteville, Pa., 
July 14, at the New Guilford Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Maurice Bender officiating. 
Pugh-Medeiros: Eiliete, daughter of Quintili-
ano and Maria Medeiros, Brantford, Ont., and 
Timothy Mark, son of John and Joan Pugh, 
Stouffville, Ont., May 26, at the Gospel Baptist 
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Church with Rev. Isaac Amorin and Rev. M. K. 
Ressler officiating. 
Rodriquez-Hess: Kimberly Dawn, daughter of 
John and Rebecca Hess, Jonestown, Pa., and 
Samuel, son of Ferdinand and Emerita Rodri-
guez, Babylon, N.Y., May 1, in Lowton, Okla. 
Shultz-Kitzmiller: Teresa Jane Kitzmiller, Car-
lisle, Pa., and Randy Lee Shultz, Landisburg, Pa., 
June 9, at the Wesley Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Ernest U. Dohner officiating. 
Ulery-Brubaker: Brenda Kay, daughter of John 
A. and Eva Brubaker, Refton, Pa., and Kirk 
David, son of Keith D. and Lucille Stern Ulery, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., June 2, at the Pequea Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. James Ernst, Rev. 
Keith D. Ulery, and Rev. John A. Brubaker 
officiating. 
Weimer-Fell: Natalie Ruth Fell, Sellerville, Pa., 
and George C. Weimer, Souderton, Pa., June 9, at 
the Souderton Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Kevin Ryan officiating. 
Wilson-Richardson: Christine E„ daughter of 
Ken and Mary Richardson, Stayner, Ont., and 
Ronald E., son of Ray Wilson and the late Shirley 
Willette, Red Deer, Alb., June 23, at the Stayner 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Darrell Wing-
er and Rev. Harvey Stickley officiating. 
Obituaries 
Byer: Miriam Esther Cassel Byer, born Nov. 6, 
1909, near Brookville, Ohio, died July 17. Surviv-
ing are her husband of 58 years, Glen D. Byers; 
three daughters, Joan Wolgemuth, Elaine Reed, 
and Shirley Grimes; a son, Dale; and a sister, Lela 
Common. She was a member of the Upland con-
gregation. Calif., and a resident of Upland Manor 
for 12 years. The funeral was held at the church 
with Rev. Walter Winger and Rev. Alvin C. Burk-
holder officiating. Entombment was in Bellevue 
Mausoleum. 
Ebersole: Fred C. Ebersole, born Oct. 6. 1914, 
died June 22. A son David preceded him in death 
in 1961. Surviving are his wife, Gertrude E. (Sol-
lenberger); 8 children, Sarah L. Clark, Lois J. 
Foor, Fred C. Jr. , C. Edwin, Mary E. McCall, 
Stephen W„ Samuel W„ and Randall L.; 28 
grandchildren; 23 great-grandchildren; a brother. 
Merle E.; and a sister, A. Marie Bechtel. He was a 
member of the Bible Brethren Fellowship and had 
served in Christian ministry since 1948. Services 
were held at the Martinsburg, Pa., church with 
Rev. Earl E. Herr, Rev. John L. Rosenberry. Rev. 
James Lebkulich, Bro. Tom Hughes, Rev. H. Lee 
Ritchey, and Bishop Frank Kipe officiating. Inter-
ment was in Spring Hope Cemetery. 
Tribute 
Fred Ebersole and his wife were saved in a 
revival service in Altoona, Pa., in 1949. The evan-
gelist was John L. Rosenberry. Later, sensing a 
call to ministry, Brother Ebersole was licensed 
under the Bible Brethren Fellowship. Hepastored 
for a time at the Ore-Hill Community Church and 
more recently was interim pastor of the Eight 
Square Chapel Brethren in Christ Church. While 
maintaining his denominational ties with the 
Brethren in Christ, he served in pulpits for many 
denominat ions in central and western Penn-
sylvania. 
To know Brother Ebersole was to love him and 
to be loved by him. The hallmark of his presence 
was his Spirit-filled testimonies of victory in Jesus. 
He was one you could believe in; one in whom you 
had complete confidence. His warm smile, and 
manly hug and greeting with the Holy Kiss will 
long be remembered by many. 
He trusted God to lead him. He loved the 
church and faithfully preached the truth of Holy 
Scripture. Our brother left a legacy to family and 
friends to give of your best to the Master. The 
Lord bless his memory. 
H. Frank Kipe 
for the Board of Bishops 
Gramm: Elsie Gramm, born May 3, 1911, 
daughter of Jacob and Dora McConnell Paulus, 
died June 13. She was married Dec. 25, 1934, to 
Clarence E. Gramm who died in 1988. Also 
preceding her in death were a grandson; 6 broth-
ers; and 3 sisters. Surviving are 2 sons, Eugene and 
Ivan; 2 daughters, Eva G. Brubaker and Eleanor 
Beane; 10 grandchildren; 4 great-grandchildren; 
and 2 brothers, Raymond and Orville Paulus. 
Elsie was a member of the Morrison, 111., congre-
gation and attended the Rock River First Church 
of God, Sterling, 111., where funeral services were 
held with Rev. Russell Whitner officiating. Inter-
ment was in Oak Knoll Memorial Park. 
Heyn: Walter Erich Heyn, born June 10, 1939, 
in East Germany, son of Fritz and Hildegard 
Gabriel, died June 9. Preceding him in death was a 
brother, Wolfgang. Surviving are his wife Lydia 
(Weitman); and two sons, Fred and Steven. He 
was a faithful adherent of the Stayner congrega-
tion, Ont., and a self-employed bricklayer. The 
funeral service was held at the church with Rev. 
Darrell Winger officiating. Interment was in the 
church cemetery. 
Imler: Regena G. Imler, born Feb. 11, 1921, 
daughte r of Herber t and Ger t rude Kimmel 
Rutherford, died July 4. Preceding her in death 
was her husband, Joseph A. Imler. Surviving are 6 
children, Doris Shriver, Joan Knisely, Herbert, 
Anna Smouse, Margaret Stumpf, and Pamela 
Omps; 13 grandchildren; 8 great-grandchildren; 4 
sisters, Beatrice Harbaugh, Marion White, Irene 
Bowser, and Dorothy Moneta; and a brother, 
William Rutherford. She was the owner of Joe 
and Jean's Ceramics for 15 years, and a member of 
the Woodburg congregation. Pa. Funeral services 
were held at the church with Rev. Glenn Black-
stone officiating. Interment was in Holsinger 
Cemetery. 
Johnson: Donald A. Johnson, born Nov. 10, 
1932, son of Richard and Almeda Fry Johnson, 
died July 2. Surviving are his wife, Rosella M. 
(Feathers); four children, Joyce A. Young, Andrew 
J., Bruce A., and Melody Rose; two foster chil-
dren, Richard C. Lafferty and Monica L. Lafferty; 
four grandchildren; seven sisters, Patricia Snyder, 
Roberta Barnhart, Darlene Bell, Tillie, Nelli Pep-
pentenzza, Bonnie, and Judy; and a brother, 
Raymond. He was a driver for P.E. Krane Milk 
Trucking Co., a Korean War veteran, and a 
member of the Woodbury Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Glenn Blackstone officiating. 
Interment was in Dry Hill Cemetery. 
Miller: Blanche Ellar Miller, born Feb. 27, 
1915, in Salisaw, Okla., died July 20. Preceding 
her in death were a son, Billy Ray; a grandson, 
Scott A. Miller; and two sisters, Bessie Essary and 
Ora Magee. Surviving are her husband of 57 years, 
Leonard Ray Miller; a son, Charles A.; three 
grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; and 
three sisters, Audia Morgan, Dora Casey, and Ola 
Magee. Her interests were quilting, crocheting, 
gardening, and church going. She was a member 
of the Moreno Community Church, Calif. The 




Today I want to speak on the subject, 
"The Power of God in Giving." A few 
Scriptures will show that true giving is a 
result of the working of the Holy Spirit 
in the lives of God's people. 
Zacchaeus was deeply involved with 
the Roman government. The Bible says 
he stole from the poor, but one day he 
met Jesus and said, "Look, Lord! Here 
and now I give half of my possessions to 
the poor" (Luke 19:8). The decision to 
give and put his money matters straight 
came immediately after he had met 
Jesus. 
When we read about the Holy Church 
we do not hear any history of sacrificial 
giving until the Holy Spirit started work-
ing on those Christians. One result of 
the working of the Holy Spirit was that 
they sold their possessions and goods 
and distributed them to all who were in 
need (Acts 4:32-35). 
Paul testifies that the mind to give is a 
divine grace. It is a gift of the working of 
the Holy Spirit of God in the hearts of 
men (2 Corinthians 8:1). 
Giving is closely connected with the 
state of our spiritual life. Therefore 
where there is no generous giving to the 
Lord and his work, there is little work of 
the Holy Spirit. When this is true we 
ought to grieve, not so much because the 
Christian Workers' Fund is low, but 
because there is lack of the Spirit life. 
Giving is the sign of new life. It is a sign 
that God is working in the hearts of his 
people. 
This message was given to the Breth-
ren in Christ Church in Zimbabwe by 
Mukuwa Kalambo, Administrator, 
Macha Hospital, Zambia, and author of 
This Way to Blessing, published by 
Brethren in Christ Literature Commit-
tee, Zimbabwe. Mr. Kalambo is a grad-
uate of Messiah College, May 1984, 
with a Bachelor of Science in Account-
ing. 
What do we give? 
In verse 5 of 2 Corinthians 8, Paul 
says that the Macedonians first gave 
themselves to the Lord. Giving is not an 
offering to God until it comes from a life 
given to God. And so if you want to give 
to God, I would urge you to first give 
yourself to him and his service. After we 
have given ourselves to him, then we can 
give of our money or our possessions to 
God. Money has great spiritual signifi-
cance. And so I want to share with you 
some of the biblical principles of how to 
handle money. 
God is concerned about how we han-
dle money that he puts into our posses-
sion. Money is more likely to cause the 
downfall of a spiritual leader than any-
thing else. To a large extent, how we 
handle our money determines where we 
shall spend our eternity. 
Jesus had more to say about our pos-
sessions than about any other subject. 
Probably the most familiar passage is 
this, from Matthew 6:19-24: "Do not 
store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth where moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. But 
store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moth and rust do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break 
in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. . . . No 
one can serve two masters. . . . You 
cannot serve both God and Money." 
As we read this passage three things 
stand out. The first thing that stands out 
is that earthly treasure is uncertain. You 
cannot know that a sum of money will 
buy as much next year as it buys today. 
Less than 20 years ago in Zambia a 
thousand kwacha would buy a car. But 
the same car today, if you could find it, 
would cost you 300,000 kwacha. 
Earthly wealth is uncertain. If infla-
tion does not erode its value, thieves 
may break into your house and steal it. 
A few weeks ago thieves broke into 
our house and got away with 12,000 
kwacha worth of things. How much 
richer would I have been had I invested 
that money in heaven. Heavenly trea-
sure is the only investment with a guar-
anteed rate of return for all eternity. 
The second thing that stands out is 
that how we spend our money shows 
where our affection is. If we spend all or 
most of our money on ourselves, then 
we love ourselves most. If we spend our 
money towards spreading the gospel, 
then we love God and his work. There is 
something wrong when a Christian says 
he loves God and yet does not give 
towards God's cause. 
The third thing standing out in the 
passage is the most important. You can-
not serve God and money at the same 
The Zambian "Stewardship 
A personal testimony by Esther Kalam-
bo, Assistant Chaplain at Macha Hospi-
tal, Zambia, and wife of Mukuwa Ka-
lambo, who is Administrator at Macha 
Hospital, Zambia. She was interviewed 
by Esther Spurrier while traveling to-
gether in Pennsylvania prior to attend-
ing the Brethren in Christ International 
Fellowship at Niagara Christian Col-
lege. The two Esthers are friends from 
days together at Macha Hospital. 
Esther Spurrier: Your husband has be-
come known as "the stewardship man" 
for the Brethren in Christ Church in 
Zambia. Do his principles for giving to 
the church affect the way money is 
handled in your family? 
Esther Kalambo: First of all, I pray for 
him continually that God will have 
mercy to help him in his work and in our 
own family life. Both of us have money 
to spend for the needs of our family. 
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of God in giving 
time. But you can serve God with your 
money. 
Either Jesus is your Lord or money is; 
you cannot have it both ways. The direc-
tion of your life will be determined either 
by Jesus or by your relationship with 
money. Money can have a hook in it. If 
you do not relate to it rightly, you will be 
snared by your love for it. Satan uses 
money as one of his most effective 
snares. 
A story is told of a pastor who left his 
wife to take a woman who was already 
married to another man in his church. 
Members of his congregation were weep-
ing in intercession for this fallen pastor. 
"Lord" they prayed, "why did this be-
loved pastor fall into this adultery?" But 
by Mukuwa Kalambo 
you know what? This pastor loved 
money. The love of money draws up 
every other kind of evil into the life of a 
lover of money. And this was the case 
with this pastor. The Apostle Paul 
warned, "But people who long to be rich 
soon begin to do all kinds of wrong 
things to get rich, things that hurt them 
and make them evil-minded and finally 
send them to hell itself." For the love of 
money is the first step towards all kinds 
of sin. Some people have pierced them-
selves with many sorrows" (1 Timothy 
6:9-10TLB). 
4an" and his wife 
When he travels to town or to the city to 
buy supplies for the hospital, he will 
often pick up things we need in the 
house. But I probably spend an equal 
amount in local shops around Macha. If 
at any time he feels I have overspent, we 
will talk about it in the evening. Even 
now as I am shopping in the big, well-
stocked stores and malls of Pennsylva-
nia, I keep thinking whether he will be 
happy with the way I am handling the 
money. He often says, "If you are not 
careful with the little things, there is no 
way you can handle the big things." As I 
watch him handle the church's Christian 
Workers' Fund and the Macha Hospital 
accounts, I can see that he is as careful 
with that money as he is with our own 
personal money. 
It used to be that each of us tithed 
individually from our own paychecks. 
But in 1989, after the church executive 
board met for a special stewardship 
emphasis, we made a pledge and agreed 
together. We are learning to commit 
ourselves; we pray God will keep us 
faithful. 
We also give money to the children 
each week to give in the church offering. 
This will teach them to give regularly at 
an early age. 
I really feel that God has blessed us as 
we have practiced stewardship. 
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Perris, Calif., with Rev. Ted Slattery officiating. 
Interment was in Perris Cemetery. 
Pianga: Ruth Rourk Pianga, born Oct. 21, 
1948, in Prestonsburg, Ky., died June 13. Surviv-
ing are her husband, Michael Pianga; three daugh-
ters, Amy Freimund, Kristen, and Melody; and 
her mother, Aretta Breckenridge. Her interests 
were in music, gardening, children, and family. 
She was a member of the Moreno Community 
Church, Calif. The funeral was held at Sierra 
Memorial Chapel, Riverside, with Rev. Ted Slat-
tery officiating. Interment was in Olivewood 
Cemetery. 
Romberger: Rufus R. Romberger, Sr., born 
July 9, 1898, died July 15. Preceding him in death 
was his wife, Susan Ruth (Stern). Surviving are 2 
sons, John S. and Rufus R„ Jr.; a daughter, Esther 
C. Dietrich; 18 grandchildren; 29 great-grandchil-
dren; and 2 great-great-grandchildren. He was an 
orchard farmer, a graduate of the former Miller-
ville State Normal School, and served more than 
40 years on the Millersburg school board. He was 
a member of the Free Grace congregation where 
the funeral was held with Rev. Luke Keefer, Sr., 
and Rev. Charles R. Burgard officiating. Inter-
ment was in the church cemetery. 
Shehan: Orville L. Shehan, born Apr. 9, 1922, 
son of David and Alice B. Dively Shehan, died 
July 5. Preceding him in death was a brother, 
Warren Dodson. Surviving are his wife, Perdetha 
L. (Thomas); 4 children, Betty Hicks, Walter L., 
Orville, Jr. , and Gerald E.; 12 grandchildren; 2 
great-grandchildren; 3 sisters, Irene Croft, Ruth 
Helsel, and Gladys Merritts; and 2 brothers. Merle 
Dodson and Carl Shehan. He retired f rom Apple-
ton Paper Co. in 1986, was a World War II veter-
an, and a member of the Martinsburg, Pa., con-
gregation. The funeral service was held at the 
church with Rev. Earl D. Herr officiating. Inter-
ment was in Holsinger Cemetery. 
Sherman: Ethel L. Sherman, born Oct. 31, 
1904, daughter of Edwin and Mary Sherman, died 
July 15. Surviving is a brother, Cecil Sherman, 
and several nieces and nephews. She was preceded 
in death by several brothers and sisters. She was a 
member of the Christian Union congregation, 
Garrett, Ind., and took part for many years in 
Sunday school and church activities. She served 
the community as a caring nurse before retiring to 
Greencroft Retirement Center in Goshen in 1989. 
The funeral was held at the Christian Union 
church with Rev. Garland Whittington and Rev. 
David McGarvey officiating. Interment was in the 
church cemetery. 
Sollenberger: Chester Sollenberger, born Feb. 
24, 1920, son of Avery and Frances (Wingert) 
Sollenberger, died July 4. Surviving are his wife, 
Norma (Collins); a daughter, Betty Stanco; two 
sons, Charles and Larry; a sister. Bertha Heisey; 
and a brother, Avery, Jr. He was former owner of 
Sollenberger Silos, Chambersburg, Pa., and a 
member of the Air Hill congregation where he 
served on the board of trustees, the building com-
mittee, Roxbury Camp board of trustees, and 
Gospel Tide board of directors. The funeral was 
held at the church with Bishop Charlie Byers and 
Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating. Interment was in 
the church cemetery. 
Turriff: Norma Lorraine Turriff, born Nov. 2, 
1918, in Newmarket, Ont., died July 20. She was 
preceded in death by her husband. Jack. Surviving 
are a son, Harry; and a sister, Flora Bunn. She was 
a member of the Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation. 
The funeral was held at the Thompson Funeral 
Home with Rev. Ken Smith officiating. Interment 








The Messiah College music depart-
ment recently received approval for ac-
ceptance into the National Association 
of Schools of Music (N ASM). Founded 
in 1924, NASM has been designated by 
the Council on Postsecondary Accredi-
tation as the agency responsible for the 
accreditation of music curricula in higher 
education, and by the United States 
Department of Education as the agency 
responsible for the accreditation of all 
music curricula. 
Commenting on the honor, Dr. Ron-
ald Miller, Professor of Music and Chair-
man of the music department at Mes-
siah, stated, "Membership in NASM 
indicates to prospective music students 
that Messiah College is serious in its 
quest to maintain high quality stand-
ards. The membership process has as-
sisted the music faculty in establishing 
objectives and priorities. The accredita-
tion also assists member institutions to 
establish and maintain students relating 
to all aspects of music instruction of the 
undergraduate level." The accreditation 
process took almost two years and 
commenced retroactive to June 1990. 
During their June meetings, the 
NASM Commission on Accreditation 
granted Messiah membership for a peri-
od of five years with the degree listing of 
Bachelor of Arts in Music, Bachelor of 
Science in Music, and Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Music Education. In their report 
to Messiah College, the commission 
New book honors professor 
Dr. Terry Brensinger, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Biblical Studies, and Dr. E. 
Morris Sider, Professor of History and 
English Literature, both of Messiah 
College, have together compiled a book 
of sixteen essays entitled Within the Per-
fection of Christ: Essays on Peace and 
the Nature of the Church. The 265 page 
book is published by Evangel Publish-
ing House and the Brethren in Christ 
Historical Society. Messiah College also 
assisted in the printing. 
The essays were compiled, according 
to Dr. Brensinger, to "honor Martin 
Schrag for his years of service and dedi-
cation to the Brethren in Christ church 
and to Messiah College." Dr. Schrag 
served as Professor of History of Chris-
tianity at Messiah College from 1954-
1956 and from 1957-1984. He currently 
serves as Professor Emeritus at the col-
lege. Dr. Brensinger further states, "We 
compiled the collection of essays because 
peace and church history issues were 
Martin's interests of study." 
The collection consists of works from 
various Brethren in Christ scholars as 
well as Mennonite writers. Dr. Brensing-
er stated that the aim was to present a 
variety of Anabaptist viewpoints on 
church history and on peace issues. The 
authors of these essays include Gordon 
Brubacher, Burton Yost, John Stoner, 
Robert Sider, William Klassen, Robert 
Ives, Lawrence M. Yoder, Luke Keefer, 
John Yoder, Owen Alderfer, Daniel 
Chamberlain, Ray Zercher, Paul Nisly, 
D. Ray Heisey, Ronald J. Sider, and 
Harriet Bicksler. 
Schrag received his B. D. from Bethany 
Biblical Seminary in 1953, his Th.M 
'from Eastern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in 1956, and his Ph.D. from Tem-
ple University in 1967. 
The group of compositions are avail-
able from your local Christian Light 
Bookstore or can be directly ordered 
from Evangel Publishing House. Dr. 
Brensinger is a member of the Harris-
burg, PA Brethren in Christ Church. 
Dr. Sider is a member of the Grantham 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
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stated: " We wish to commend the insti-
tution for its work to construct effective 
emphasis options in Church Music and 
Performance for the degree, Bachelor of 
Arts in Music." The options, created to 
restructure the degree, serve to diversify 
the program. 
The music department at Messiah, 
one of the college's oldest programs, 
offers majors in music and music educa-
tion. Through a variety of junior and 
senior recitals and choral and instru-
mental groups, students gain perform-
ing experience both on and off campus. 
Dr. Miller, who has served on the 
music faculty since 1968, graduated f rom 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania and 
then earned his master's and doctoral 
degrees f rom the School of Music at 
Indiana University, Bloomington, IN. 
The Climenhaga Fine Arts Center, 
home to the music department, gives 
students access to a 400-seat audito-
rium, a large instrumental rehearsal 
hall, a choral/ recital hall, a recording 
studio, seventeen practice rooms with 
pianos, an up-to-date laboratory for 
computer-assisted instruction in music 
and two organ studios. The department 
also owns and maintains approximately 
150 orchestral and band instruments. 
Plan to visit campus 
on a Preview Day 
All high school juniors, seniors, and 
other prospective students and their 
families are encouraged to plan a visit to 
Messiah's Grantham campus for a Pre-
view or Department Day this fall. 
Preview Days, covering all majors, 
will be held on Monday, October 8, and 
on Saturday, October 27. The program, 
beginning with registration at 9:00 a.m., 
includes a tour of the campus by current 
Messiah students, an overview of col-
lege life by academic, student develop-
ment, admissions and financial aid per-
sonnel, and a free lunch with faculty. 
Department Days, for students inter-
ested in certain areas of study, are on 
three dates. Monday, October 22, focuses 
on education, and health, physical edu-
cation, and recreation departments. Fri-
day, November 2, highlights the behav-
ioral science, history and political science, 
and biblical and religious studies depart-
ments. And Friday, November 9, fea-
tures the music, and language, litera-
ture, and fine arts departments. Depart-
ment Day programs are similar to the 
general Preview Day, except that stu-





Keith Wilcox of Vestal, N.Y., a stu-
dent at Messiah College's Temple cam-
pus in Philadelphia, Pa., received $250 
for placing first in this year's C. Henry 
Smith Peace Oratorical Contest. 
Wilcox's essay, "The Banning of All 
Semi-automatic Assault Weapons," says 
"Christians concerned with justice and 
peace for the innocent and the sanctity 
of human life ought to agree that a ban 
of these weapons would . . . be a small 
step in helping to reduce the killing of 
the innocent." Wilcox urges Christians 
to write to lawmakers, vote against can-
"Voluntary service has flourished in 
the Brethren in Christ Church since its 
founding more than 200 years ago." 
This statement comes f rom "Voluntary 
Service Opportunities in North Amer-
ica," the newly-released slide/tape pres-
entation of the Board for Brotherhood 
Concerns and the General Secretary's 
office. 
The 12-minute slide/tape production 
includes a brief history of voluntary ser-
vice in the Brethren in Christ Church 
and features testimonies from VSers. 
Current needs for VS personnel at camps 
and retreat centers, Messiah Village, 
Paxton Street Home, Lifeline Minis-
tries, Timber Bay Children's Home, 
Mennonite Central Committee, and Breth-
ren in Christ Missions are highlighted. 
The production also describes the moti-
vation for voluntary service, and some 
of the costs and benefits. 
Simply defined, voluntary service is 
giving one's time and skills to a task with 
no expectation of financial remunera-
tion. A term of VS can last anywhere 
from a week or two to several years. 
Opportunities abound in many settings 
in North America and overseas. The 
typical VSer serves during or imme-
diately after high school or college, but 
increasingly, retired folks are also con-
tributing their considerable skills and 
experience to VS work. I know an 
didates who reject all forms of gun con-
trol and pray for "restored peace to our 
communities." 
Kathleen Miller, a student at Hesston 
(Kan.) College, received $150 for her 
second place piece titled, "Personalizing 
Peacemaking in Your Church." 
Becky McKay, a student at Bethel 
College in North Newton, Kan., received 
$75 for her third place piece titled, "The 
Violence of Homelessness on Children." 
Named for a Mennonite historian 
and Goshen (Ind.) College and Bluffton 
(Ohio) College professor, the C. Henry 
Smith Peace Oratorical Contest was 
begun in 1974 to encourage thought on 
peace issues. The contest is sponsored 
by Mennonite Central Committee U.S. 
Peace Section. This year submissions 
came from seven campuses in the Unit-
ed States and Canada. 
elderly gentleman (who recently went to 
Zimbabwe with his wife for a year of 
voluntary service) who dreams of the 
day when the odd people will be those 
who have not done voluntary service. 
If you would like to encourage people 
you know to consider voluntary service, 
consider scheduling a showing of "Vol-
untary Service Opportunities in North 
America" in your congregation. The 
slide/tape presentation is available free 
of charge from three locations: 
Harriet Bicksler 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns 
P.O. Box 246 




P.O. Box 245 
Upland, CA 91785 
(714) 946-0088 
Harvey Sider 
2619 Niagara Parkway 
Fort Erie, ON L24 5M4 
(416) 871-9991 
The Way of Peace column is a project of 
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
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Thirteenth in a series written by 
faculty members of Messiah College 
The Bible 
and ethics 
by Randall Basinger 
When it comes to either deciding 
what we ought to do or determining the 
kind of persons we ought to become, the 
Bible cannot be ignored. For as is often 
claimed, "The Bible is the final rule for 
faith and practice." In brief, few Chris-
tians would question that the Bible plays 
a central role in Christian ethics. Of 
course believing that the Bible is a moral 
authority is one thing. Knowing how the 
Bible actually functions as a moral au-
thority or knowing how to use the Bible 
as a moral authority is quite another. 
How does the Bible function as a 
moral authority? Ethics (defined as the 
study of morality) revolves around two 
distinct but interrelated issues. First, 
ethics is concerned about the quality of 
our actions. We want to do the right 
thing. Second, ethics is concerned about 
the quality of our characters. We want 
to be good or virtuous people. The Bible 
certainly is relevant to both of these 
dimensions. On the one hand, we are 
well aware of the various moral impera-
tives, rules, laws, and norms which are 
dispersed throughout the biblical record. 
Whether we are talking about the Ten 
Commandments , the Sermon on the 
Mount , or specific rules of conduct in 
the epistles, it seems clear that the Bible 
speaks to the question of how we ought 
to act. 
On the other hand, the Bible is not 
only concerned about moral rules to be 
followed. The Bible is also concerned 
about the kind of persons we should 
Randall Basinger is Professor of Philos-
ophy at Messiah College. He and his wife 
Rebekah and two sons are part of the Gran-
tham Brethren in Christ Church. 
become. To be a biblical Christian is not 
only to do (or not do) certain things. 
After, all the Pharisees were impeccable 
when it came to obeying the moral law. 
But Jesus makes it clear that morality 
goes beyond outward actions, and hence 
he calls attention to our inner motiva-
tions and attitudes. According to Jesus 
even those who have never murdered or 
committed adultery can still be murder-
ers and adulterers because their hearts 
are full of hate and lust. Moreover, the 
Bible speaks about the "fruit of the 
spirit"—those qualities which shape the 
character of the Spirit-filled Christian. 
Here again the emphasis is not on out-
ward action or moral rules to follow, but 
rather on the kind of persons we are 
becoming. 
The fact that the Bible provides moral 
guidance in these two areas is certainly 
good news for the Christian. In an age of 
many and often conflicting moral voices, 
the Bible provides a moral compass to 
help the Christian make his or her way 
through life's difficult moral terrain. 
We must, however, not oversimplify 
the role the Bible plays in our moral life. 
Using the Bible as a moral guide is not 
always easy. The fact that biblical Chris-
tians often differ on specific moral issues 
shows that to simply accept the Bible as 
a moral authority is not enough. We 
have to grapple with how we go about 
interpreting and applying the Bible's 
moral teaching. 
There are at least two important 
problem areas which we should note. 
First, we must determine which of the 
Bible's normative material (laws, rules, 
commands) apply to us. The Bible con-
tains a varied and interesting mix of 
normative teachings. For example, the 
Bible rules out murder, permits slavery 
and polygamy, supports war, forbids 
cutting hair, calls for the redistribution 
of land and the forgiving of debts, for-
bids wearing jewelry and braiding hair. 
It is clear that none of us follow all the 
normative biblical material. We all, 
whether we acknowledge it or not, dis-
tinguish what the Bible literally says 
f rom what it timelessly means for our 
lives. 
But how do we determine which of 
the Bible's normative teachings have 
timeless application? There is no easy 
answer to this question. One place to 
start, however, is to remember that the 
Bible reflects God's dealing with ancient 
cultures. Thus the cultural context of 
various passages must be kept in mind. 
For example, the economic aspects of 
the Mosaic law presuppose an ancient 
agrarian, clan-structured society. A di-
rect and literal application of these laws 
to the modern world is not feasible. 
What the biblical interpreter must do is 
discern the general principles behind 
these commands and then apply them to 
the modern context. Similarly, Paul's 
claim that women should not wear 
jewelry and braid their hair presupposes 
certain first century attitudes toward 
proper dress. Again, it is the task of the 
biblical interpreter to discern the time-
less principles behind Paul's specific 
command and then apply them to the 
modern context. Such a task is not 
always easy, but it is certainly necessary. 
If we don't do this we will only repro-
duce ancient culture and miss the Bible's 
timeless moral teaching. 
The first problem deals with how we 
should understand and apply what the 
Bible does say. The second problem is 
simply the recognition that the Bible is 
silent on many issues. For example, 
there are no explicit teachings on abor-
tion, in vitro fertilization, fetal research, 
organ donation, genetic engineering, and 
a host of other moral dilemmas. Of 
course, just because the Bible does not 
directly address an issue does not mean 
that the Bible has nothing to offer. Here 
the Christian must first look for general 
moral principles which are relevant to 
these issues. Moreover, the Christian 
must look for additional biblical mate-
rial which is relevant. In short, the bibli-
cal understanding of such things as the 
family, fetus, marriage, reproduction, 
and nature are necessary for Christians 
to make informed decisions on complex 
contemporary moral dilemmas. 
For example, while the Bible does not 
explicitly make reference to abortion, 
some Christ ians claim biblical sup-
port—a biblically based sanctity of life 
principle in conjunction with biblical 
teaching which supports that the fetus is 
human—for the pro-life position. But of 
course, we are well aware of other Chris-
tians who, while accepting the sanctity 
of human life, question whether the 
Bible teaches that the fetus is fully 
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human. Hence it is less clear to these 
Christians that the Bible rules out all 
abortion. My point here is not to argue 
either side of the abortion debate but to 
illustrate two points: (1) When the Bible 
does not directly address an issue, the 
Bible can still provide moral guidance. 
(2) When the Bible does not directly 
address an issue, moral decision making 
will not be easy. And we should not be 
surprised to discover some differences of 
opinion among sincere Christians. 
In conclusion, the importance of the 
Bible as a moral authority for the Chris-
tian cannot be overstated. However, we 
must not exaggerate the ease by which 
the Bible functions authoritatively in 
our lives. There are problems of inter-
pretation and application which cannot 
be ignored. And I have tried to outline 
two areas with which the biblical Chris-
tian must grapple. The Bible is the final 
rule of faith and practice; hence we must 
strive to be biblical in our actions and in 
our character. But doing so will require 




of jury duty 
My first thoughts when I opened the 
official envelope from the county sher-
iffs office and realized I was being called 
to jury duty were hardly positive: "Oh 
no, I don't want to do this. Why me, why 
now? I'm too busy. What about my job? 
How can I afford to take off?" Myjury 
assignment begins the day before the 
new school year starts for my children— 
hardly the most propitious time to be 
summoned to court. But it seemed like 
the proverbial offer I couldn't refuse; the 
notice ended, "jurors not attending will 
be sent for and fined." 
Once I got past the initial annoyance 
at being summoned to do some-
thing I would prefer not to do right now, 
I began to think about the implications 
of jury duty. This is my first assignment, 
and I'm curious about what it will be 
like. I think I'll enjoy seeing how the 
court system actually works, observing 
how closely television courtroom dra-
mas approximate the real thing, being 
part of the constitutionally-guaranteed 
process of being granted a "trial by a 
jury of one's peers." 
Serving as a trial juror is also a civic 
duty. In that regard, I was struck by one 
sentence in the cover letter I re-
ceived: "We are fully aware that this 
summons may involve a degree of per-
sonal inconvenience to you, but we 
regard jury service as one of the highest 
duties of citizenship, similar to voting or 
serving in the armed forces." Unlike my 
Brethren in Christ ancestors, I do vote 
regularly and thus exercise that civic 
duty, but like them, I would not serve in 
the armed forces because I believe that 
war is wrong. I personally don't put vot-
ing, jury duty, and serving in the armed 
forces all in the same category. On the 
other hand, I understand some of the 
logic of those who do. 
In Quest for Piety and Obedience (the 
most recent history of the Brethren in 
Christ), Carlton Wittlinger says that 
"members could not consistently serve 
on juries or in the police force, both of 
which they conceived to be coercive in 
nature and which could result in the 
taking of human life" (p. 104). Therein 
lies much of my dilemma with this call to 
jury duty. At this stage of my life and the 
church's development, I don't think that 
consistency demands that I refuse to 
serve as a trial juror. But I do wonder 
about the effectiveness and fairness of 
the criminal justice system in the United 
States and whether I really want to par-
ticipate in it. 
I know that if I am interviewed for a 
case in which there is the possibility of 
the death penalty, I will be disqualified 
because I will have to say that I do not 
believe in the death penalty. I could not 
in good conscience recommend capital 
punishment. I sometimes literally get 
cold chills when I hear news reports of 
yet another execution; it seems so cold-
blooded, so barbaric, so vindictive, so 
out-of-character especially for Christian 
people called to love even their enemies. 
There is the matter of justice, of 
course, but what is justice? I agree that 
individuals ought to be required to 
accept responsibility for their actions; 
one cannot hurt others without accept-
ing certain consequences. Also, society 
needs to be protected from those who 
seem bent on disrupting or destroying 
other people's lives. But does justice 
require that someone convicted for drug 
possession be sentenced to years in pris-
on? Will justice be served if a convicted 
burglar spends time in jail, possibly 
being sexually assaulted by other pris-
oners, while his or her victim(s) never 
fully recover either their possessions or 
their sense of personal safety? 
Someone has distinguished between 
retributive and restorative justice, claim-
ing that the former is what our judicial 
system usually metes out. Retributive 
justice doesn't sound very Christian to 
me; Jesus said that the old law of "an eye 
for an eye" no longer applies. How does 
not resisting an evil person and turning 
the other cheek (Matt. 5:39) move in the 
direction of a restorative justice that 
helps both the offender to make amends 
and victim to feel that his or her losses 
were truly understood? 
Perhaps when the time actually comes 
for my stint of jury duty, 111 get a simple 
civil case involving a traffic dispute. 
Then all these philosophical wanderings 
won't seem very relevant. But if I happen 
to draw a criminal case, I know there is 
potential for a conflict between my 
Christian values and the criminal justice 
system. As a counsellor friend always 
says, "It will be interesting to see how it 
turns out." 
Phoebe 
Readers may correspond with 
both Phoebe and Onesimus by 
writing to them c/o the Evangel-
ical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nap-
panee, IN 46550. 
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Qaesims 
Dear Paul: 
I visited a Jewish synagogue the other 
day with a friend, and I couldn't help 
thinking how convenient it would be to 
worship in a building set aside for that 
purpose, rather than in our homes. I am 
not aware that this subject has interested 
you very much. You have pointed out 
that the true temple is the body of the 
believer, and you would probably say 
that the place of our gathering together 
is not as important as the spirit with 
which we come. 
But as the gospel spreads, we will 
have small congregations all over the 
city, some with more knowledgeable 
leaders than others. There will be increas-
ing danger of heresy and fragmenta-
tions. One of the most beautiful aspects 
of the Christian faith is the unity which 
we feel and express. Would a multiplic-
ity of small home gatherings foster a 
sectarian spirit? Or could an able bishop 
in every city keep us aware of our one-
ness in Christ even though we were wor-
shiping in different fellowships? 
I sometimes wish that we had a center 
of worship as beautiful as the pagan 
temples. We need to say to the world out 
there that the true God is the creator of 
all beauty. Shouldn't we be making our-
selves visible in this way? Wouldn't it be 
better to have a landmark that would 
draw the unbelievers to us, rather than 
having to seek to witness to them in their 
homes and in the marketplace? It is a 
thrilling and exciting concept. 
But I think I know what you are going 
to say, Paul. There could be many 
advantages to being visible in a beautiful 
and useful building. But what happens if 
the glory of the Lord departs and the 
people fail to realize it? It would be eas-
ier to maintain a hollow form of worship 
once we were settled into a building 
earmarked only for worship. I can fore-
see the time when we might be so far led 
into error as to consider the true church 
to be the building rather than the people. 
The real question, however, is whether 
this is the kind of visibility which the 
Lord wants. Doesn't he yearn to be vis-
ible through the spirit and character of 
his people? Would it be easier to abdi-
cate personal responsibility for our be-
havior if we could point to a building 
and say "this is the church"? 
I know that I am a dreamer, Paul. I 
like to think big even though, at the 
moment, the church at Colossae is small. 
There are no easy answers to the prob-
lems of growth. I can only pray that as 
these questions need to be dealt with we 
will keep the Lord's priorities in mind— 
that we will gather to worship and scat-
ter to serve. May we not lose our first 
love as we grapple with secondary issues. 
Please continue to pray for us, as I 
know you will. 
Onesimus 
Bishops'Column 
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and affection of that beautiful young 
lady, when the competition was high. It 
will take the same kind of devotion to 
keep it and grow it. 
Roger C. Palms, in an article for 
Leadership, gives four keys to better 
family life in the parsonage. He opens 
with the statement, "Very few clergy 
neglect their family and home because 
they plan to; it happens slowly . . ." 
The keys are: 
1. Pastors should demand (schedule) 
time at home. 
2. Pastors need small fellowship groups 
of other pastors where they can 
share family concerns. 
3. It is necessary to schedule family 
nights in the church calendar, and 
educate parishioners to respect 
those schedules. 
4. Pastors must equip other parish-
ioners to do parish calling. 
Now let's shift to the children, where 
there are children in the home. Again, 
there is no substitute for scheduled qual-
ity time with your children. They must 
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know that you are their father and pas-
tor. Be genuine, fair, loving, and disci-
plined before them. No room for hypoc-
risy, double standards, a critical spirit, 
or questionable integrity. You can't fake 
it with them. Don't squeeze the tooth-
paste tube in the middle, if that's a fam-
ily rule. Schedule and plan vacations 
with the children. On your day off each 
week, book a "date" with your children. 
These are the times when you can pass 
on your faith to them and build their 
respect for your ministry as well. Then 
remember the greatest favor you can do 
for your children is to make sure they 
know that you love their mother. 
Seek to understand the stress points 
in your children's lives—things like fre-
quent moves, losing friendships, new 
schools, social insecurity, peer pressures, 
expectations by parishioners, behavior 
boundaries, freedoms and restrictions. 
Plan to attend their school and social 
functions. If you don't take time for 
them now, they won't have time for you 
when they are grown with families and 
you are shelved and put out to pasture. 
Friends, these things can be done 
without neglecting your ministry. An-
other author observed that "if you work 
hard in your ministry but neglect your 
family, you have forgotten your pur-
pose." So the goal is, work hard at both. 
The pastor and his congregation 
Space does not permit a long discus-
sion here. But let me conclude with two 
comments. First, if we follow some of 
these principles during our ministry, 
both the family and the parish will 
prosper. Secondly, modeling family life 
between services is as helpful as many of 
our sermons. If we model spiritual, 
moral, and ethical integrity at home and 
at church, we can move through minis-
try into retirement without the haunting 
embarrassments that we've failed, messed 
up, or disgraced our Lord and his 
church. Let's build the church with 
healthy, God-fearing families. 
H. Frank Kipe is bis-
hop of the Allegheny 
conference of the Breth-
ren in Christ Church. 
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I was one of the fortunate few who were privileged to attend 
both the 111th General Conference (a biennial event, held June 
30—July 5 at Messiah College) and the 3rd International 
Brethren in Christ Fellowship (or IBICF, held every six years, 
most recently on July 18-22 at Niagara Christian College). 
Several persons there compared the two gatherings, saying 
how much more they enjoyed the international fellowship. 
While I certainly appreciated the opportunity of spending 
time with several friends from overseas, and becoming ac-
quainted with many more new brothers and sisters, I find it 
difficult to rank the international conference higher than Gen-
eral Conference in terms of impact on the life of the church, or 
even in terms of my own enjoyment or spiritual growth. It's a 
bit like trying to compare a congregational business meeting to 
a hymn sing sponsored by five neighboring congregations. 
Each has a different function, set of expectations, and mode of 
operation. But both have the potential of making valuable 
contributions to the overall life of the church. 
While everyone present spoke of being enriched by the 
fellowship they enjoyed at the IBICF, several participants 
suggested that if such a gathering is to continue, it may be time 
to consider some new agenda. One delegate from Africa, for 
example, proposed the drafting of a simple constitution with 
specific objectives to be achieved. A North American suggested 
the IBICF become the organization that "validates" the use of 
the name "Brethren in Christ" by emerging churches around 
the world. (At present, this is done by the General Conference 
in North America, upon recommendation by the Board for 
World Missions—a practice which to some is increasingly 
anachronistic.) 
Nori Matsuura, a workshop leader from Japan, distributed 
a paper which asked, in part, ". . . could we make a commit-
tee together with missions and international churches, to reach 
out globally? It is very nice for us to see each other at the 
International Brethren in Christ Fellowship. However, if we 
could talk about world evangelism, that would be more mean-
ingful. Fellowship is always nice and I thank our North Ameri-
can brothers and sisters for this opportunity . . . Now we 
would like to work. . . . The committee members from each 
country could meet every other year. . . . " (Her suggestion 
was noted in the report of the Findings Committee.) 
Implementation of such concepts will require significant 
rethinking in several areas, among them being the role of the 
North American church's Board for World Missions, and 
A focus beyond fellowship? 
some type of administrative structure or procedures at the 
international level. But with the evident maturity of several of 
our sister conferences overseas, and with the increasing pagan-
ization of North American culture, it is time for us to think 
seriously about such ideas. 
Please do not infer from the comments above that the 
IBICF did not deal with substantive issues. Three persons 
brought papers on topics related to the theme "The Kingdom 
of God." Others shared in panel discussions on evangelism and 
ministry, or told of current hindrances to the gospel in their 
country. Unfortunately, papers tended to be longer than the 
time allocated. Speakers sometimes felt the need to talk 
rapidly, causing problems for participants not fluent in Eng-
lish. Some felt that the time given for panel discussions and 
small groups allowed for little more than a surface response to 
the ideas presented. As one North American observed, "We in 
North America tend to do a lot of up-front papers or sermons 
and keep people sitting in churches, usually with our faces in 
someone's back, while in other cultures they tend to relate 
more in smaller groups and in one-to-one relationships." 
Enock Shamapani, bishop of the church in Zimbabwe, put 
his finger on a significant concern in his paper entitled "The 
Kingdom of God Present and Future." Observing that the 
third world countries where the Brethren in Christ churches are 
located have not felt the impact of the message of peace, he said 
it was only after he grew up that he learned that peace was one 
of the basic beliefs of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
Bishop Shamapani's insistence on clearly articulating the 
gospel of peace was refreshing, coming as it did after General 
Conference and the various objections raised there about the 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns' statement on militarism. I 
recall someone shortly after General Conference saying there 
was no urgency to discussing militarism—"after all, it's not like 
we are in a war." But that was a few weeks ago. Now, given the 
growing crisis in the Persian Gulf, matters of militarism and 
nonviolence are extremely relevant issues. The question is, how 
much of our discussions will be based on scriptural principles 
and a searching for God's highest will, and how much will be 
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The pastoral family 
by H. Frank Kipe 
One preacher's son said of his dad: 
one of the greatest disappointments 
with his father was when he learned that 
dad was the one who squeezed the 
toothpaste tube in the middle instead of 
from the bottom. True, we all disap-
point our children at times. Would that 
nothing were more major than the above. 
Dozens of books are readily available 
relating to various aspects of the pas-
toral family. The subject is delicate and 
dangerous. Often the focus is on how the 
spouse copes with life in a fishbowl. 
More needs to be written about how the 
husband orchestrates his responsibilities 
of pastor, husband, and father. Every 
pastoral couple covets a success story 
for their family. Far too many casual-
ties make our statistics scary. Someone 
has said, "They don't make families like 
they used to." The pastoral family is a 
very vulnerable unit of humanity. David 
Seamands suggests the pastoral family 
should all wear T-shirts labeled "Prop-
erty of First Church." The story is 
recorded of a pastoral family who took a 
brief vacation. Upon returning they 
noted that a nice tree in their lawn had 
been cut down. Upon inquiry they 
learned it had been removed by a pa-
rishioner. His reason was that he didn't 
like it. Anyway, it belonged to the 
church. In times like these pastors need 
to stay sweet. 
Clergy and laity alike must be re-
minded again and again of the impor-
tance of the delicate balance in a pastor's 
dual role of minister to the congregation 
and minister to his family. 
An oft-stated principle in much con-
temporary writing on this issue is that a 
pastor can have an effective ministry to 
his congregation and still have adequate 
time for his family. Another way to say 
it is that your family is your ministry, 
too. 
For the purpose of this awareness 
article, I'll take the familiar image of the 
"pastoral family" as a husband as pas-
tor, the spouse as the wife and children 
as "the preacher's kids." We recognize 
that there are pastors who are wives and 
that there are single pastors, male and 
female, and that there are pastoral cou-
ples without children. In our discussion, 
let's put the husband/ pastor as the focal 
point. 
The pastor and his God 
A grave danger that can develop early 
in a pastor's ministry is a drift in rela-
tionship from priority time with God to 
priority attention to ministry. This is 
especially true when "success" comes 
early. A pastor dare never forsake his 
spiritual, emotional, and intellectual 
commitment to God, who called him to 
Christian ministry. Remember, "They 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength. . . . " A s this relation-
ship is consistently cultivated, he will 
avoid frequent blockages and frustra-
tions in his ministry to his congregation. 
The pastor must set goals, develop 
strategy, clarify vision, and equip laity. 
But if his people do not sense that he 
serves under higher authority, they are 
not likely to follow his leadership will-
ingly. Without a right relationship with 
God, it is extremely difficult to com-
municate with confidence and resolve 
conflicts with grace, love, and patience. 
The pastor and his family 
Let's begin with the husband-wife 
relationship. Long before we were mar-
ried, I purchased a book for Pat entitled, 
I Married a Minister. I've forgotten the 
author and I don't remember the con-
tents. But often, in our 38 years of mar-
riage, Pat would recall the fact that she 
appreciated the book and entered our 
relationship aware that we were cove-
nanting together that ministry would be 
our life. While Pat grew up in a minis-
ter's home, and although she loved her 
nursing career, our lives were deeply 
intertwined in ministry of several vari-
eties. 
We know David and Helen Seamands 
for their rich nation-wide marriage coun-
selling. David writes, ". . . granted a 
woman may want a career of her own to 
find self-expression,. . . her personal-
ity ought not be squelched. But the 
young minister must choose a mate who 
says, 'Yes, I may need a career, but basi-
cally, your call is my call.' Vocational 
unity is just as important as spiritual 
unity." 
The time-and-attention factor is proba-
bly the most frequent cause of tension 
and stress with pastoral couples. One 
pastor's wife, after years of problems in 
this area, left her husband for another 
man, and stated her reason, "Well, he 
(the pastor/husband) was never home 
anyway." The second major factor of 
stress is breakdown in communication 
between the husband and wife. It is so 
easy for a busy pastor to lose himself in 
service to others and lose his wife in the 
maze of family duties. She is left with the 
cleaning, cooking, shopping, discipline, 
transporting children every direction, 
and helping other mothers with their 
problems. Then, to top off her day, the 
husband only has eight minutes during 
supper to "listen" before going to a 
counselling session. Shame! 
Pastors and church leaders, there is 
no reason—I repeat, no reason—to dis-
appoint your God, your church, your 
family, and yourself by denying your 
wife and family of both quality and 
quantity time. It took time, attention, 
kindness, and sacrifice to win the love 
continued on page 30 
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